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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

Ex Orientale lux; Ex occidente frux-—from the East
qight; from the West frnit—is a suggestive old saying,
Spiritual light has always come from the east and the fruit of
materialistic science has been the gift from the west. India
has produced a host of intellectuals among whom Sankara
‘takes the place of eminence. His life has been a miracle of
‘thirty-two years which to relate is not history but a piece
of poetry and will sound like a legend. He was a sublime
actor on the stage of the world who knew what he was
thinking of when he unflinchingly said :

soTE gagarty agad gernifef:
SET aed sprferear shal g8 T o

‘T expound in half a verse, what has been spoken of in
‘million volumes—Brahman is the Truth and the world is
mere illusion ; the soul is none other than Brahman,” This
-great luminary did save our Sanatana dharma at a critical
junctare of religious unrest and he was its most virile and
-combative exponent, We reckon Sankara as an avatar with
a practical mission in an age of delusion and decadence.
‘Unique in the achievements of his own life, his greatness all
the more is enhanced by the rich legacy of thought he had
Jeft behind and the stable institutions he had founded for
4individual salvation and knowledge. Centuries have rolled
by, still he shines in the row of renowned teachers of the

‘world,

My father, who was engrossed in this intense study about

‘Sankara for twenty long years, produced this biography
-of the Loka-Guru in 1916, which stands as his chef-d'oeuvre.
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As originally planned he could not bring out all the supple~
ments he promised to incorporate, Death overtook him at
the prime of life and prevented him from fulfilling his

- fotentions. The manuscripts containing valuable matter

were lost, leaving no trace behind. Our revered Jagadgure

'Sti  Sankaracharya of the Kanchi Kamakotipitha has
‘graciously accorded his willingness to include my father’s
. work in the Kosasthanam book series. Destiny has resusci»
“tated my father’s work at last after half a century of oblivion.
‘Now the second edition has been enlarged with three

appendices, one of which is a reproduction of my
father’s ‘ Successors of Sankaracharya’. The publication of
this second edition happily synchronises with the birth
centenary of its author. [ render my sincere pranamam to

. His Holiness, Sri Acharya Swamigal of Kanchi Kamakoti-

pitha without whose munificence this work would not have
come to light at all. To Sri Neelakanta Iyver of B. G,

}’aul & Co., Madras, I am very much indebted for the keen
Interest he took in this project and for his valuable advice,

T will not forget the Liberty Press people who did this job

promptly with typographic excelience.

1t is my earnest hope that my father’s method of

approach to the problem of Sankara will stimulate

other scholars to bring to lght more facts about our
World-Teacher. Lastly, my part here s very insignficant;

Ican say with the poet ‘s Nfeay wwd & @ arfe
ferei Tt ?

- - K
MADRAS-35. T. N. Kumaraswamy,

Pausha Purnima, 9-2-1971 Author’s son.
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(To the Liqe of Gurus originating from Sadasiva, Sankara in
the middle, up 10 the present Pithacharya 1 bow.)

AUTHOR’S FOREWORD TO THE FIRST EDITION

““The Age of Sankara,” herewith submitted to the public,
is intended to be published in Two Parts, each consisting of
about 400 Pages (16 mo. Double Crown) with a number of
Appendices added to each part. Part I consists of a
General Introduction and four Chapters and six Appen-~
dices. Chapter I deals with the Method of Investigation
foliowed in the book; and Chapter II enumerates the

various chief Eras of Indian Chronology with their res- .

pective dates as settled and assumed in this work.
Chapter III is a very long chapter dealing with all the
main incidents connmected with the life of S$rimad Adi
Sankarichirya or Sankara as he is uniformly called here,’
~-the first Sankara who was born at Kzlati in the year 2593
of the Kali Yuga, corresponding to 509 B. C. of Aryambz’
and Sivaguru, and who, after establishing the Advaita
Philosophy throughout the whole of India, finally attained.
his Brahmibhava at Kanch? in the year 2625 of the Kali
Yuga corresponding te 477 B. C. In this chapter, is also
given a short and succinet sketch of the various works
composed by him and of the occasions on which they were

composed. Chapter IV deals with the various Sankaris =

charyas or successors of Sankara in the five great Muits
established by him for the preservation and propagation of
the Advaita-Vadanta Dargana. As at present wriften, -1t
consists of four sections. In section 1 is given a detailed and
critical account of the 67 successors of Sankara in the Kama«
kotipitha established by Sankara at Kanchi on Vaisakha
Sukla Parnima of the year Siddharthin in 2620 of. the
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Kali Yuga corresponding to 481 B. C. with §ri Sankara
Bhagavatpada bimself as its first Acharya. Tt also briefly
notices other works of importance written by them, and other
great men or poets who were contemporary with them.
together with the dates of their Abhishska or installation
on the Pitha, and Brahmibhiava or mysterious uhnion or
departure from this mundane existence. In section 2 is.
given a similar account of the successors of Sankara in
the Saradz Pitha at Sringagiri established by Sankara at
Sringari on Pausha Sukla Parnima of the year Pingala in
2618 of the Kali Yuga corresponding to 483 B. C. with
Hastamalakacharya or Prithvidhara (Prthvidhava) as its
first Acharya. It consists of only 33 Acharyas from the
beginning of its establishment up to the present day, as.
given in the list of Achiryas of the Sringari Mutt as at
present published. Evidently the records of the Sringsri
Mutt before the time of Sri Vidyiranya must have been
fost, and a vain attempt has been made by some of the
Acharyas to trace up their predecessors or supposed
predecessors up to the time of Adi Sankara and in the
attempt they have ignominiously failed and ended in
assuming a wrong date for Adi Sankara himself by mistaking
the year 2625, the date of his Brahmibhzgva as referring to
the Yudhishthira Saka as understood by the Buddhists and:
Jains, which according to them began 468 years after the
commencement of the Kali Yuga, instead of taking that
year 2625 as referring to the Era of Kali Yuoga, itself, and

. thereby wrongly placing $ankara in the first century B, C,,.

while all the other four Mutts are uniform in their accounts.
in placing him in the 6th century B. C. Section 3 deals with
the 142 successors of Sankara in the Govardhana Matha at
Jagannath established by Sankara on Vaigikha Sukla
Dasami of the year Nala in 2617 of the Kali Yuga corres=
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ponding to 484 B, C. with Sri Padmapadachirya or
Sanandana as its first Acharya. Section 4 similarly deals
with the 73 successors of Sankara in the Saradapitha at
Dwaraks established by Sankara on Migha Sukla Saptami
in the year Sadharana in 2611 of the Kali Yuga correspond-
ing to 496 B. C. with &ri Brahmasvarupicharya or
Vigvirsipa, the brother of the famous Suregvarzchirya or
Mandana Misra, as its first Acharya. 1 intended to devote
a fifth section to a description of the successors of Sankara
in the lyotir Matha at Badarikigrama on the Himalayas
established by Sankara on Pausha Sukla Parpimi of the
year Rikshasa in 2616 of the Kali Yuga corresponding to
485 B, C. with 8ri Tstakichirya or Anandagiri as its first
Achirya ; but I was not able fo get any account whatsoever
of the said Mutt., It appears that the Jysticr Mutt ceased fo
exist for the last two or three centuries ; and It has nothing
to do with the Joshi Mutt which now exists in its
vicinity. 1 was told that the records of the said Advaitik
Mutt were with the Mahzirgjah of Theri who in answer to
my query has been pleased to direct me to enquire from the
Papdah of the temple at Badarinith founded by Sankara;
but he has not been pleased to furnish me with any account
of the said Mutt in spite of several requisitions made to him.
Ifany one will be pleased to furnish me with some information
as to the said Jystir Matha, I shall be glad to devote one more
section to an account of the said Muatt, which, I am glad to

~ hear form His Holiness Sankaracharya of the Govardhana

Mutt, is attempted to be revived, With this, the main body
of the substance of Part I of the Age of Sankara closes,

As stated above, Part 1 consists of six Appendices,
Appendix A deals with the age of 8ri Kiishnpa, of the
Mahsbhirata War and of the Kali Yuga, wherein the
various conflicting theories are discussed pro and con, and
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the birth of Sri Krishpa is placed 105 years, and the
Mahagbharata War 37 years, before the commencement of
the Kali Yuga, which itself is fixed in the year 3102 B. C.

-~ Appendix B dealing with the age of Gautama Buddha and

after refuting the various theories propounded by Western

~and Eastern scholars fixes his birth in the vear 1862 B. C.

and his Nirvana or death in the year 1782 B.C., Appendix C

- deals with the chronology of the Kings of Kashmir as

given in the various Rijataranginis, and shows how they
have been systematically misrepresented and misinterpreted
both by Occidental and Oriental scholars, and how their
inferpretation must lead to the absurd resuit of placing
Kalhana himself some 400 years after our own times, if the
genuineness of Rajatarangin? is to be accepted. Appendix D
deals with that important and vexed question as to the identity
of Chandragupta Mauwrya with the Sandracottus of the
Greek historians, first suggested by Sri William Jones,
proposed by Colonel Wilford and seconded by Professor
Max Muller and blindly followed by all scholars as it were
an axiom that Chandragupta Maurya lived about 322 B. C.
Herein is torn to picces the so-called fanchor-sheet’ of
Indian Chronology, pointing cut in detail the absurdities of
their arguments—how they are opposed to all Indian and
Buddhistic works and traditions, and how the description of
Sandracottus as given by the followers of Alexander the

~ Great will only tally with Chandragupta (Xandramus) and

his son Samudragupta (Sandracottus) of the Gupta Dynasty
and how such identification will completely harmonise and
perfectly accord with all the Buddhistic and Hindu traditions
and accounts. Appendix E deals with the dynastic list of the
Nepalese kings from the very end of Dvipara Yuga up to
a very recent date; and Appendix F deals with the dynastic
dist of the Kings of Magadha from the very commencement

M e s
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-of the Magadha kingdom by Brihadratha, the father of the
famous emperor Jarasandha up to the end of the Gupta
Dynasty, as per the authority of the Purinas and Itihasas,
inscriptions and coins, and other materials.

Part T of the Age of Sankara deals with the vexed
questions of the date of Sankara and of his system of
Philosophy and Religion as revealed in his famous Bhishyas
or Commentaries on the Vedzinta Prasthinatraya, and in his
various minor works and Prakarapnas. It consists of Ten
‘Chapters. Chapter I deals with the review of current
opinons on the date of Adi Sankara. Chapter 1I shows
how the year 788 A. D. the commonly accepted date for the
birth of Sankara is quite untenable and unfounded.
‘Chapter 111 deals with the two great Sankaras--Adi Sankara
and Abhinava Sankara--and shows how they have been
confounded with each other by later biographers, and how
the year 788 A, D. is really the date of the birth of Abhinava
Sankara who adorned the Kamakotipitha at Kanchi as the
38th successor of Adi $ankara. Chapter IV refutes all the
other theories regarding the date of Adi Sankara. Chapter V
deals with the external evidence relating to the date of
Sankara such as the various Sankara-Vijayas, Pusnyasloka=
Manjaris, Tamrapatrinusisanas, Guru-Paramparas, etc.
‘Chapter VI deals with the internal evidence relating to the
date of Sankara. Chapter VII determines the true age of
‘Hankara by placing his birth in the year 509 B. C. and his
death in 477 B.C. Chapter VIII gives a short account of the
theoretical Philosophy and Religion of Sankara as revealed
in his commeantaries on the Upanishads, Bhagavadgitd and
Brahmasutras,  Chapter IX deals with the practical
Philosophy and Religion of Sankara as is evidenced by his
aumerous minor works—Stotras and Prakaranas. Chapter X
summarises the author’s conclusion.
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The second Part also contains four Appendices.
Appendix A deals with the so-called Edicts and Inscriptions
of Azoka and shows how these edicts and inseriptions have
nothing to do whatever with Asska or Ajsokavardhana, the
grandson of Chandragupta, the founder of the Maurya
Dynasty. Appendix B deals with the Lunar Dynasties of
Kings., Appendix C deals with the Solar Dynasties of
Kings; and Appendix D gives a short bibliographical
account of all the works of Adi Sankara.

Such then, in brief, is the description of the nature and
scope of the work. The whole book is ready in manuscripts
and perhaps requires a slight revision as it is being given to
the press. As the whole book with illustrations wonld cost
something like 4,000 Rupees, 1 thought of issuing the book
in 8 parts, each part containing about 112 pages ; and the
publication of the whole work depends entirely upon the
patronage of the philanthropic public, the Zamindars and
Maharzjas: and 1 sincerely hope that this work, which
embodies the resnlt of my researches and labours for the last
20 years in the field of Samskrit Literature, will be
patronised by all patriotic Indians by subscribing liberally
for separate parts or for the whole work in advance, and in
doing so, they will be doing a golden piece of service to
Mother India by enabling the author to publish the whole
book which will certainly disabuse the minds of several of
our educated countrymen of the numerous wrong notions
and ideas engendered by foreign savants and their followers
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in India, regarding the age of the greatest intellect that the
world has ever produced.

¢ SUNDARI SADANAM,’ ﬁ%@ * N @ P
16, Cor?\ff ﬁgrﬁ:ani St.,} %7 /‘5 ; Y .%, %: ’-‘i‘ EEFGHEICIELD R
9th October 1916, AITSH-FETIN -

High Court Vakil,
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THE AGE OF SANKARA

INTRODUCTION

In the whole history of Religion and Philosophy,
ancient or modern, no name deserves to be written higher
than that of Sasnkara. He is beyond question ‘““the
mightiest intellect the world has ever seen.”” None. cad
equal him in loftiness of soul, in calmness of spirit, in
firmness of mind, or in keenness of intellect. None can vie
with him in versatility of genius, in sublimity of thought, in
rigidity of logic and in comprehensiveness of philosophic
PAGE 184, line 17—read Prithvidharacharya vision. Not even the compassionate Prince of Kapilavasty,

for Sureswaracharya. _ nor even the miraculous Carpenter of Galilee can approach
this holy Ascetic of Kilati in depth of Philosophy and in
earnestuess of Religion. The boldness of his conception,
his sweeping grasp of the multifarious systems of doctrine
* and practice that obtained in his day, the impartiality with
] which he solved the natiomal problems of his time, the
wouderful adaptability of his philosophy to meet all possible
interpretations of ancient texts and all possible inquiries of
advancing thought, above all, the clearness of his exposition,
its beauty, simplicity and unassailable reasonableness-—those
have been the wonder of successive generations of sages and
- scholars, poets and philosophess, critics and thinkers, tha
came after him. '

Philosophy, from of old, has been defined as the search
after the One in the Many, and if any one ever successfully
solved the problem of *“the One in the Many™ in its

1

CORRIGENDA

PAGE 183, line 28—read Brahmaswarupacharya
' for Hastamalaka.




2 ' INTRODUCTION

metaphysical as well as physical, in its ethical and religious,
in its social and political applications, it is, beyond doubt,
the great Sankara who expounded the Advaita Dariana or
the Philosophy of the Absolute. Philosophers from Piftto
to Bain are unanimous in their testimony to the eie-vatmg
and alleviating influence of his philosophy. ‘It is th'e
source of much needed peace and happiness to mankind ; it
is the law and life of every great mation ; it is the balm of
all evil® Referring to it, a great Indian scholar says:®
“The Absolute Philosophy is the Gospel of Nature ;—
Nature, not as understood by dogmatic materialism, but

- Nature, the source and support of all life and all love.

It throws a bridge across the wide gulf of coufitry and
couﬁtry, nation and nation, caste and caste, individual and

individual. It melts all shadows of separateness into the

substance of unity. One touch of it ‘makes the xvho}e
world kin.® It puts new life in action, new meaning in
words, new vitality in forms, new things in thought.’

The Philosopby of Sankara, and the wonderful manner
in which he applied it to the practical conditions of his time
have troly saved India from superstitious ritualism on the
one hand and from the sceptic materialism on the‘other. It
has, since its first exposition, exercised a magical charm
over the mind of India; it has begun to cxercii%e the same
charm over the mind of the rest of the whole {l:ivniized worid.
1t has been the Saviour of India and it is destfned to be ti{c
Saviour of the World. The complete triumph of his
Usiversal Philosophy over contending s_ystfams- of thonght
has made him the One Jagad-Gury, the Uf}zvarsal Achzrya,
the High-Priest of Philosophy to the world in general,

! Vide M. N. Dvivedi’s * Imitation of Satkara,” Introduction,
p. xil

INTRODUCTION 3

‘The period when this Master-Philosopher lived is, there-
fore, of the most vital interest not only to the chronicler of
Andian thought in particular, but to the historian of the
World’s Philosophy in general. His date is also of great
help in fixing the dates of several other writers that lived
both before and after him. Itis a great pity that no critical
search has yet been made about the history of $ankara,
about the time when he lived and wrote his wonderful
commentaries on the Prasthina-Traya—the Upanishads, the
Bhagavad-Gita and the Brahma-Sttras—the glory of his
literary activity, to say nothing of the numerous other works
composed by him in prose and poetry, in elucidation of his
Philosophy and Religion. Speaking of his works in general
the same great Indian scholar remarks: ® “ Fascinating,
weird music ; lucid, chaste, powerful, balanced expression ;
universal, unsectarian, fearless, loving exposition :—these
are some of the characteristics of his varied literary style.
He was a real master of the philosophy he preached ; he can
express it in half a verse or a quarto volume of many
hundred pages. He would readily break a lance with any
adversary, atheist, materialist, ritualist, magician, ascetic,
yogin or tantrik. His writings largely reflect the spirit of the
age he lived in; but the magic of the master, whose wand
can wield all differences into the homogeneous unity of his
spell, is unmistakable throughout.”

This lack of any satisfactory inguiry with regard to the
age of Sankara is the more to be regretted when we find that
the dates of other great teachers such as Riminuja and
Maddhva * have been ascertained with tolerable accuracy.

? Vide M, N. Dvivedi’s “Imitation of Safikara,” Introduction,
P. iX.

It is quite certain that Rimsnuja was born in 1017 a. p.; and
Maddhva in 1119 a, .






