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#Kali Yuga, which appcars to be 2 more correct view' and
~which 'is admittedly the opinion of all the Hindu writers
from the most ancient times, Gautama Buddha must be
placed about 2000 B.C. This view is fully sapported by ail
-the authentic Paripas and Itihisas, which are beginning to
“be recognised as contributing genuine historical information

-about Ancient India and according to which the Buddha

148 to be placed not later than 1800s.c.™

We have pointed out ‘some of the defects in the
methods of Western Orientalists and of their Indian
followers in order to show to our countrymen how unsafe
- +it is' to rely upon the conclusions arrived at by these
. writers. We shall, as we proceed on, have occasion to
point out several fallacies committed by them with respect
‘tothe age of Sankara in particular., It is unfortunate
‘that whenever an ancient record conflicts with any of their
‘hasty conclusions, they should fry to misinterpret or
- discredit the record rather than revise their own conclusions.
This is the only explanation we can give of the treatment

of his mother Uttari, when her husband Abhimanyn, the Hlustrious
<son of Arjuna by Subhadrs was killed in the Mahabharata War, that
he was 36 years old when he was placed on the throne of Hastinapura
by the Pandavas, and that he ruled the earth for z period of 60 years
“from the beginning of the Kali Yuga., (Vide, for instance,
Mahsbharata ¢ Stri Parva, XXV. 39-45: Mausala Parva, 1. 13,
‘1. 39-21, 1IE 23-41, IV. 12-24, VI 23, VIL 10-12, VillL 26-28;
.and Mahaprasthénika Parva, 1. 1-45; Vishon Purina, Fourth
Amia: XX, XXIV, 38-40, 105-115, Fifth Amia: XXXVIL 18-20,
XXXVITL, 8-9; Devi Bhagavata Purédpa, Skandbha I Ch, VI,
Skandha HE Ch. xxiii; Srimad Bhigavata Puriasa, Skandha XI.
«Ch, VE 23-26, Skandha Xil Ch. H; Brahma Puarisa, Ch. CCXIL
»9-10; Garuda Puripa, Ch. Cl; Harivamsa, I 47-48; Sarya-
‘Kiddhanta, Ch. L} :

¥ Vide Appendix B: The date of Gauiama Boddha according to

#Puarsqas and Hihisas,
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accorded to the historical portions of our Puripas and
Itihisas, as well as to the traditions handed down from the-
oldest times. We so entirely agree with the late Papdit
N. Bhashyachirya on the treatment of Oriental questions:
by many of the so-called savants that we cannot refrain-
from quoting a few of his observations :—

«“1. The writings of many of these Orientalists are
often characterised by an imperfect knowledge of Indian
Literature, Philosophy and Religion and of Hindu traditions
and a contemptuous disregard for the opinions of Hindu.
writers and Pandits. Very often facts and dates are taken.
by these writers from the writings of their predecessors or
contemporaries, on the assumption that they are correct.
without any further mvestzganon by themselves, Even
when a writer gives a date with an expression of doubt.
as to its accuracy, his follower frequently quotes the same.
date as if it were absolutely correct.

® * * * *

111, It is often assumed without reason that every
passage in the Vedas containing philosophical or meta~
physical ideas must be looked upon as a subsequent
interpolation and that every book treating of a philosophical
subject must be considered as having been written after
the time of the Boddha or after the commencement of the
Christian Fra. Civilization, philosophy and scientific’
investigation had their origin, in the opinion of these
writers, within the six or seven centuries preceding the
Christian Era, and mankind slowly emerged for the first
time -from the depths of animal brutality within the Iast'
four or five thousand years.

IV. It is also assumed that Buddhism was brought into-
existence by Gautama Buddha, The previous existence of
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‘Buddhism, Jainism and Arhat Phrlosophy is rejected as an
absurd and ridicuious invention of the Buddhists and others
who attempted thereby to assign a very high antiquity to
their own religion. In consequence of this erronecus
impression everv Hindu Book referring to the doctrines of
the Buddhists is declared to have been written subsequent to
the time of Gautama Buddha.”

(Vide * The Theosophist,” Vel. TV, p. 304, er seq.)

We have certainly no desire to ignore or belittle the
labours of Orientalists. We have the greatest admiration
and praise for their devotion and ardour, for the enthusizsm
and love they have brought to bear on the study of Indian
questions.  But at the same time we feel keenly that they
bave not completely triumphed over the difficulties and
obstacles in the way of a correct understanding of the
problems they have had to deal with, Their works bristle
with vague theorisings, hasty conclusions and supercitions
disposals of hostile opinions and facts, The result is that a
good deal of what is published on the Chronology of India
has to be taken cum gramo salis, and even a tolerably
accurate chronology of the various dynasties of Ancient
India has yet to be sketched. This is the honest conviction
t which we have arrived after a very careful and thoughtful
perusal of most of the works published on the subject. On
these lines, therefore, we propose to ascertain the date and
identity of Sankara, the author of the Commentaries on the
Prasthana-Traya, and other works,—a topic, on which we
fear the researches of scholars have been unfortunately
ill-directed. The evidence which we propose to admit in
determining this subject may be said to be partly externa)
and partly internai and comparative. -

¥

CHAPTER 11 _
THE CHIEF ERAS OF INDIAN CHRONOLOGY

a

A good deal of the confusion and difﬁgnlty experiet%ced
in determining the dates of events in the history of Ancient
India is no doubi due to the variety of Eras that have‘be»en
or are curreat in various paris of India and the conflicting
nature of opinions with respect to most of them. These
opinions are fully discussed by us mas;egﬂ:arat’e, paper on
“ The Chronology of the Puripnas and ltihasas to which
the reader is referred for detailed fagts and -ﬁgnrcs. ‘We
shall briefly reproduce here the conciuswnshv?hich we have
arrived therein, to avoid the constant repetition of explana~
tions that may otherwise be felt necessary wnth. respect to the
calculations we shall have to make in the ensuing pages.

1. The Srishtyabda ** of the present world commeneced
about 1,955,885,011 years ago, in 1,955,883, 10l s.C.

. The Chatur-Yuga, made up of Krita, Trets, _
Dvapara and Kali, consists of 12,000 “° years of gods ™ or
4,320,000 human or solar years. The Krita Yuga was the
fong “ period of wandering and formation j’ and extended
over 1,728,000 solar years. It commenced»‘mth the destrac-
tion of the Original Arctic Home of the Aryans l“.;y tiie last
preceding Tce Age when the survivors of the evolving Aryan
race were forced to roam over the northern parts of Europe
and Asia in search of land suitable for new settlements. In
the Tretd Yuga, which extended over 1,296,000 solar years,
the North-Bastern branched off from the North:-'\&"gztara ,
Aryan race and settled respectively north of the ¢ Himalayas'

¥ This is the Tra of the Creation of the pr{;scnt wpr!d,__présided '
gver by our present Vaivasvata Manu,
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and ‘ Hemakiita.,” The Dvipara Yuga, consisting of 864,000

solar years, was the age when the North-Eastern or Asiatic

Aryans who were living together for a long time as members.
of one and the same race, divided themselves into two

branches becoming the ‘Devas’ and the *© Asuras’~the

Hindus and Irinians of the later times—and slowly setiled.

themselves as two hostile nations to the east and west of the
river Sindhu. By the end of this period, the greater portion

of India had been ‘ Aryanized’ by the Hindus. The Kali
Yuga, the fourth or the present age, consists of 432,000
years of which 5,012 years had elapsed in 1911 a.p. This.

was the age when the Hindu Aryans after completely
subjugating the whole of India took to an easy-going and

laxurious life, quarrelling among themselves and subjecting

the whole nation—once great and powerful--to the might
and avarice of every foreign nation that came to India.

HI. The Kali Yuga or the present age consisting of

432,000 solar years ** commenced in 3102 sc¢. It is

¥ Mr, Gopala Alvar, the author of the Chronology of Aacient
Tadia, thinks, however, that the Kali Yuga originally comprised only
1080 years-—or at the most only 1200 years includiag the Sandhy: and
Sandhyamsa-~that it commenced at the winter solstice occuring in the
tatter part of the year 1177 n.c., that it came to an end in 177 n.C. Or
24 a.p. according as we take the Kali Yuga last for 1000 or 1200 years,
ihat accordingly the Krita Yuga or the Golden Age began in the year
178 n.C. or 23 aA.D. and that the Hindus unwilling to admit that the:
Krita Yuga set in at such an early date, by a subtle explanation
converted the 1000 or 1200 years allotted for the Kali Yuga into so
mauy divine years, thereby giving it an extraordinary duration of
432,000 ordinary Auman years. In support of his new theory he mainiy
relies upon two passages found in Masu Smriti and Mahabharata, and.
says that according to them the four Yugas—Krita, Trets, Dvapara
and Kali—wlth their Sandhyés and Sandhyamsas, consisted respectively
of no more than 4800, 3600, 2400 and 1200 ordinary vears of mortals.

It is, therefore, necessary that we should minutely examine these two.
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geckoned in cycles of sixty years beginning from the 1st day

of Chaitra of the year Pramathi according to Southern

aathorities upon which he relies and determine whether they refer to
divine or human vears when they speak of the four Yugas as consisting
of 12000 years,—especially as he himself admits that the Purénas and
all other Bindu works speak of the four Yuogas as consisting of 12,000
divine years or 4,320,000 human years, a divine year being ec;uai 1o
360 human years. :

In the first place, he refers to stanzas 69 and 70 of Chapter 1. of
Manu Smriti and relies upon them in support of his new theory, No
doubt, according to these stanzas, if we do not take into consideration
what precedes and what follows them, it will be possible to hold that
the Krita, Trets, Dvapara and Kali Yugas with thelr respective twilight
periods consists of 4800, 3600, 2400 and 1200 years. But thereis
nothing in these stanzas themselves from which we can determine with
certainty that the years referred to in them are ordinary human
years and not divine years. In order, therefore, to determine this
point, we shall guote the whole passage from the Manu Smriti and
leave it to our readers to judge it for themselves, The passage runs

as folilows -
“ fayT ggarsel F wrest, A an 9 |
fasry F@T HEH: TN, UEIR  ATAE: 1 L% U
agiad fawad gt wrg &fa%
i eeAT A, AT FHOT G N gy 1
fasa <rsage v gfaanT & a4t |
FAYCT TGF: T, AT TATT A ag 1E
&y weagar o gfaarr @an g
oz g e, ufE: e Ef‘aa‘rrnaaw i go u
I § ATTEE TRl quTEa: |
« mHEEl AT AT @ fEEEa o oge
) |
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astronomers. All traditions, records and writings from the
oldest times are absolutely agreed on this point-—that 5012

FeFTalg: qgarty auinrg 3 g )

TEq qTISHAT eeaT geegiza aarfae: o s
FARY el gaesatayE fy

wHTIET Fae agErfor grarfs 7 1) wo 1)

gaaq TfEea arardy agdan |

Qe FTRATHIEH A9AT ATTAT 11 v 1

fawrat g gge afwerar |

-HTAT wgHd aradt ulHls T ooee 1

a4 quagerd awa o wgiEg o
Tfy = aradt ¥ ¥ s@efaEy S5 o0 63 1
(Manu-Smriti, Ch. 1, 64-73.}

Now, in the Sacred Books of the East Series, Professor Bihler has
translated these stanzas as follows v

“64. Eighteen Nimeshas (twinklings of the eye) are one Kashiha,,
thirty Kaskthds one Kala ,thirty Kalds one Muhiiria, and as many
(Muhiirtasy one day and night.

63. The sun divides days and nights, both human and divine, the
night (being intended} for the repose of created beings and the day for
exertion.

J66_. A month is a day and a night of the Manes, bat the division
is according to fortnights, The dark (fortnight)is their day for active
exertion, the bright (fortnight) their night for sleep,

67. A yearisa day and a aight of the Gods : their division is {as.
follows) : the balf year during which the sun progresses fo the north
will be the day, that during which it goes southwards the nipht,

68. But hear now the brief {description of) the duration of a
night and a day of Brahma and of the several ages (of the world, puga)
according to their order. ’
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years of Kali have now elapsed. None of our new-fledged

69. They declare that the Krira age (consists of) four thousand
years (of the Gods); the twilight preceding it consists of as many
hundreds and the twilight following it of the same number. _

70, In the other tbree ages with their twilights preceding and
foliowing, the thousands and hundreds are diminished by one
{in cach). '

71, These twelve thousand (years which thus bave been just
mentioned as the total of the four human) ages, are called one age of
the Gods.

72, But know that the sum ef one thousand agsz of the Gods
(makes) one day of Brahma, and that his night has the same length. -

73. Those {only, who)} know that the holy day of Brahmas, indeed
end after {the completion of} one thousand ages (of the Gods) and that
his night lasts as long, (are really) men acquainted with (the length of)
days ard nights,”

it clearly follows from this that the 12000 years given as the total
period of the four Yugas is given by Manu in divire vears and not in
ordinary human years. Fhis is not only the natural meaning of the
passage as can be determined by common sense, but the same meaning
has been given in all the seven commentaries available on Manu.
Smriti. ¥t iz in the same terms that we find the tofal period of these
four Yugas given in all the Purieas and Siddhidntas. The passage
preceding stanzas 69 and 70 in which the different periods of these
Yugas are given defines what is meant by a divine year, and the passage
following the same expiicitly states that these 12000 vears which form
the total period of the four Yugas are calculated in divine years. We
arg, therefore, unable to sce how Mamu-Smriti supports Mr. Gopala
Alyar in his new theory that the four Yugas consists of only 12000
hieman years.

Let us now see how far the Mahibhirata supports our new
theorist. With regard to the age of the Yugas two references are given
it the Mahibharata, The first reference to Yugas is found in the
188th Chapter of Vana Parva, Mr. Gopala Aiyar evidently relies upon

stanzas 22-27 of this chapter, but there is nothing to show that the

period of 12000 years which constitute the feur Yugus are caleufated in
ordinary human years. The commentator Nilakantha explains the
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Iheorists have: assigned any substantial reason for altering
;t_his tzadi_tionai view apart from thez'r fancifui imaginings

ofic gt

exprcsémn gr&ﬁr ngﬂ':f—-})vﬁdakaé;ahasn -ty mean 12000 years
b,y Deve-miina, according to divine caleuniation. Further, the very next
Stanza declares that the 12000 years which constitute the four Yugas
‘from one Deva Yuga, and that 1000 such Yugas constitute a day of
Brahma. It is therefore clear from this the that years in the Yugas are
cak:ulated are described, as in the ManmSmgztx in Deva-Méana and not

in Manushya-Mana.

. . The second reference to the Yugasin the Mahabhirata is found
in | the 231st Chapter of Santi Parva. It contamsafuiicr account of
.the varions Yugas and leaves no doubt on the point in guestion ; but
oug theorist conveniently omits giving any reference to the same as #
islearly contradicts his view. We shall therefore quote below the
pasgsage in question and leave our readers to judge the peint for

~ themselves : _ e e
R LR EEL TR e E R E

L e auiAe et )
trareroTEATla AAFgal R
FETAT TATTH T €471F 11 ¢R 1

;ﬁmﬁgé’@ wimge uiree e afafa: s
rrEgdT TEEA T s Ay g SRR
gacat g @ud Fri dwarfady afgu gEesT 0 ox
. aErrd Favery at amdfa )

wifey: SoT ATt ysErd FAHOT AZ0 01 9y U

firsd <iswedt A gfaawr @A g

qESIsE: T eI FO @A AL 195 11
3y rewedY o wigwr w9
g e A e gl 0 ge 1

B e -3 L.

- . . . v -s
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IV. The Laukikibda dates from the year 24 of Kali op
3078 m.c. It is otherwise known as Saptarshi Era and I8
traditionally used in Kasmir. It is reckoned by cycles of
106 years, The figures representing the centuries are
generally omitted in Laukika chronology and have to be

3 q TsagHT qF Fdg daney
agl: gear auty aval g mg&ﬁ N < w

fead guagseg Fadarfeassq |

T gramty wfgwed a7 oo 0
AT : ggAte I9io o9 Fq LA |

aer ATEASEA GRS GRS AT | Re 1t
gy gEan genjyy ag foag

TFIRT g"rarver gaaTioy a1 29 U
2 - % *

qu: 9% FAAR AT AT AR

gTax AsATg &9 A% F2 AT 1 e

uat gremaigs! garent sy fag
wgadfad ag argl faam asa3 13 n

Tty waEd! da g2t frsa da

s e aifaer gear gisd fagend 130 1
EHLAII FgAE_ qe I fage

oty gaagst at ETS@W%P‘F EETRETIEE n

It is clear from this long passage of the Mahabharata that the
years of the various Yugas are calculatad in Deva-Maina. and that the
four Yugas, Krita, Trets, Dvipara and Kali, comprise a fotal
period of 12000 divine years, or in other words the Kah Yuga comq
prises 432,000 human vears. '
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made out of the context. It is the era largely used in all the

Raja-Taranginis. Some Orientalists hold that the Laukika
Era dates from 26 Kali.

o V. The Yudhishihira Saka, according to all classes of
J»!rfmf:lus, commenced 37 years before the beginning of the
ali Yuga in 3139 ». ¢, and dates from the coronation of

Yudhishthira, the eidest of the five Pa
e - diva broth
close of the Mahibharata War. T others at the

The Jains, Buddhists and other non-Hindus of India
also use in their calculations a Yudhishthira S’ aka which

they place 468 years after the com A
2634 B.c. amencement of Kali or in

.- VL The S aka Kala or the $aka Era, pro .
dz?ws from the defeat of the Sakas ll:y ;:Segy Sga(r:fsl;g
Vlkra.maditya of Ujjain, and it commenced 2526 years after
the time of Yudhishthira,” and must be fixed at §76 8.c
reckoning from the death of Yudhishthira which took piac.;

1-‘-Mr. V. Gopala Aiyar—a type ofa modern Oriental Scholar—
hasg gzven 1o us & very original date for the Kali Yuga and the
Mahibharata War. One of bis very weighty argaments—which may
?}c taken as typical of the rest—is based on a ridiculous contention and
@terpfetatwn of a stanza in Kalhana's Rs ta-Tarangini which gives the
interval between the time of Yudhishthira and that of Saka»Kz?!a ¥
The stanza runs as folows; (1. 56)— )

" A A AT ey get afifey qeat )
vefesasafyaa: awae wer veaer 1

. This stanza bhas until recently been interpreted by all classes of
Hindu and European Orientalists to mean: *“When Yudhishthira
ruled the earth, Munis (the Great Bear) stood in the Nakshatra (astcriszil)
Magha, The interval between his reign and the ¢ Saka-Kala * is 2526
. years,” According to this authority Saka-Kila must be fized 2526
_ years a.fter the time of Yudhisthira and must be placed at 576 8, ¢
reckoning from the death of Yudhishthira which took place at al;ou.f

THE CHIEF ERAS OF INDIAN CHRONOLOGY 23

immediately after the departure of Sri Krishpa from the
world (i.e.) at about 3102 B.C. Sri Harsha Vlkramiditya of

the beginning of Kali Yugs (3102 s.c.) or at 611 8.c,, reckoning from
his coropation which took place about 3139 .c.  Mr. Gopala Aiyar,
however, quotes this stanza in support of his contention that the Kali-
Yuga commenced in the year 1177 b.c.—16 years after the Mahabhsrata
‘War—and not in the vears 3102 B,c.—36 years after the said War—a8
has been hitherto uniformiy held by all scholars. He, therefore, first
shows his scholarship of Sanskrit Grammar and Prosody by holding
that the last guarter of the above-quoted stanza does not contain the
requisite number of Matras or syllabic instants, that it contains only
fourteen instead of fifteen, that the expression "-E{%T??S:’-——‘ Kaka-
Kilah—must be a mistake— “a glaring siip "—committed by
Kalhaga, and that the said quarier must be corrected into
CRTFTRTS CYETTUSYLY —  Sakya-Kalas tasya rajyasya’  We
simply cannot understand how Mr. Gopala Aiyar Jost his head over
such a piain verse.  Kalbhana was a better poet than Mr. Gopale Aiyar
and he koew that the stanza was perfecily correct, OQur eritic evidently

forgot that the last 6'55!: {short syllable} of a verseis equal to a Ti.;"Q"'

(long syliable) and as such is equal to fwo matris or syliabie instants.
‘The guarter in question does, therefore, contain 15 mairis and is.
-perfecily correct ; whereas Mr. Gopala Ajyar’s correction makes it no
stanza at ali—neither Arys nor anvthing else! Further this stanza is
found both in Aryabhatia’s Brihatsambits and Vyiddha Garga’s work
.On astronomy in the very same form as we find it quoted in Kalbaga's
Riaja-Tarangini ; asd all these great wrifers must have also commiited
the same glaring mistake!

Then comes Mr. Gopa! Aivar’s ingenuity of interpretationt It
concerns the expression "Q’gfﬁ'ﬂ? s fg&:ﬁ“:” — “ Shad-dvikaw
paficha~dvi-yuigh “.which means 2526, But acgcrding to our theorist
H means 25x26, Why? Under what rule of Grammar is the
compound 10 be so interpreted? We must point out that under no
tube of Sanskrit Grammar can the expression * Shad-dvika-pasicha-dvi-
yutah ** be possibly interpreted as meaning twenty-five times twenty-six
or six hundred and fifty. ¥t may mean 64 2+ 5+ 2 or perhaps

6% 2 x3x2 but certainly not 26 x23.  But Grammar must give place to
“wriginality ] So this learned scholar thinks the expression means
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Ujjayini is mentioned by a host of writers, Kalhana
mentions him in his Raja-Tarazgiyi as a contemporary of

25x26 or 650. But if he be simply content with this original
imterpretation without meddiing with the stanza, he will have to place
Yudhishthira 650 years before the Saka Kila. He perfectly knew the
absurdity of interpreting Saka Kala to mean Saka of 57 ». €., or the
Saka of 78 Ap, He evidently ignored Svi Harsha Vikramaditya of
Ujjayini, the 5akiri mentioned in the Rija-Tarangini itself and nothing:
could have been more natural and easy than to have ascribed this
‘Baka Kala’ io the defeat of the Sakas by that great Emperor ; but
that wounld not suit his puipose.  He was, therefore, obliged to strain
the stanza and amend the expregsion FPERFTES — Saka-Kila, into

HTFARTS — Sakya-Kalah,” as the former stood as a stumbling block
on the way of hig arriving at the desired conclusion, By ‘ Bakya-
Kalah '~—his precious amendment for * Saka-Kalah ' he means the date
of the death of Sakyamuni or Gautama Buddha. n other words
Yudhishthira lived 650 years before the Buddha: and as the latter died
in 5348 s.c., according to Western Orientalists (which date is of course
unquestionable )  Yudhishthira lived about 630+ 343 or 1193 s.c.,
and the Kali Yuga, therefore, commenced in 1177 s.c. ! i :

Such is modern scholarship. The writer has pre-conceived the
date and alters and misinterpret(s poor Kalhapa just as he chooses!
And all this ridiculons bungling passes now-a-days for originality and
learfing, My, Gopala Aiyar fortunately, admits that Kathana himself
meant by this expression 2526, that he fook Kaliyuga as having
commenced in the year 3102 B.C; and yet the Raja-Tarangini must
Support our critic in his very original discovery of the date of
Yudhishthira, of the Mahabhirata War and of the Kaii Yuoga. But
common sense and grammar would tell us that what we have stated is
the correct interpretation of the $lanza quoted from Kalhaga's Rija-
Tarafigini. In the first half of the stunza we are furnished with an
astronomical reference that the Aumis (Great Bear) occupied the
consteliation of Magha {Regulus) when Yudhishthira was king. This
position of the Seven Rishis or Ursa Major at the time of Yudhishthira
has been recorded in almost all the Purinas. The great astrenomer
Yarshamihira, has also recorded it in Chapter X111 of his Brihatsamhiti,
tie says that the Rishis take a period ef 100 years 0 go over each of
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Hiranya, Matrigupta and Pravarasena IL Hg is desqr-ibe?"ﬂ
as having established his supremacy over the whole of
Northern India. He is said to have complete{y defeated ti'w
Sakas ¥ in a great battie, the Saka Kala being founded in

the 27 Asterisms, It might be possibie to csficgiate_the txfme g: '.
Yudhishihira from the position of the Rts}las with e e!‘zrlgtl‘
to this constellation alone; but to safeguard aggmst co_nfusuma e
any later or earlier conjunction of the Great Bear and MaAgh ,t "
second half of the stanza mentions another method of caicufan;?l‘h iﬁ
Yudhishshira lived 2326 years before Saka Kila, aboatbw nt. o
Kalhapa's time there was evidently not the same am _;iwg o
interpretation as at present. Whatever might be his ‘vww wl : et %:; X
fo the period when Yudhishthira lived, K%_lthagxa is Apos§ .w [t
Gonanda I, the founder and the first king of Kaé:mlil _ wR*’a»--
contemporary of Yudhishthira; for he himself sFates in Bisl p ;_:a
Taradgini (1. 39-63) that he (Gonanda I} was kﬁle:_d by‘ ?11 Sx;q
brother of 8ri Krishpa, and his son Dimodara I was k.aiie ¥ .
Krishpa himself and ihat his grandson, Gonanda }I3 was quztfc a }’(;1; 22:
chiid at the time of the Mahibhirata War. Now if we qaiculatz? "
years from Gonanda I, we approximately arri\-'.t': at ‘thf: time o.f I‘ilirats}id :
Maiatrigupta and Pravarasena [I, in whose time it is, thatSSn .araﬂd |
Vikramaditya, according to Kalhapa himnself, defeated the : &kas,ﬂ ha,u-.
established the Baka Kila. So the expression ‘Shadwdv:k;;—gar;(; >
dvi-vutah’ can in no circamstances be int_erprete(i to mean >§ e
650, whether we take Gonandal as i}avmg commenced his reig |
years before Kali or 633 years after Kali,

¥ No adequaie reasons have been given why the Saka§ ric:fegad Shﬁ; |
in the above passage as having becﬂ_ defeated bB{ tha ;I;d@_ .
Vikramaditya of Ujjain shouid be identifz{?d either with t{: ey
Bactrians or with the Indo-Scythians. H is on the strength o iy
identification that S5ri Harsha Vikramiaditya is ‘piaccd bzr: Sfur
Qricntalists in the 1st Century s.c., and by other.s n t%fe ﬁth.ﬁ zn itg
A It is suprising to learn why these Sakas sizfmtd be identi Z wmé. :
any foreign {ribes that came to India after the amc‘ of A_lexa_.ns er-kﬂt-
Great. The name Sakas is of frequent occurrence in ancient Sanskrit.
Literature, Manu says {(Ch. X, 144-145) {l‘z;{t the Sakas, -Yavant?s;—,
Kambhojas, Paradas and Pablavas were originally Kshatriyas, but-
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commemoration of the decisive victory. It was then that
the title ¢ Vikraméditya® was applied to him—opossibly at a
great assembly of kings and poets—which afterwards
-superseded his real name of Sri Harsha., He is said to have
Anstalled his protege, the poet Maitrigupta~who is identified
with Kalidisa, the author of Malavikagnimitra, Virkamorvasi
~and Sakuntala-—on the throne of Kzsmir after the death of
‘Hiranya. He is referred to as Sakzri Vikramaditya and Sri
‘Harsha Vikramaditya by Ramila and Mentha respectively—
two poets whom Rija-sekhara places immediately after
Bhisa, a predecessor of Kalidisa-—whose works Maniprabha

. becarne outcasts by neglecting their Vedic duties, etc. The Mahabhirata
-{Adi parva, Ch. 85) speaks of these iribes as descendants of Kshatriyas
and having twken part in the Great War between the Pandavas and
Kauravas. The Rimayana of Valmdki (Balakanda, Sarga 56}
-mentions them among the tribes who fought during the war of
Vidvamitra with Vasishiba, The Gawtama Dharma Butra (Ch, IV, 21}
. speaks of the Sakas, Yavanas, €ic., as a Pratiloma caste of the Aryas,
It is stated in the Padma Porina (Svarga-khanda, Ch. 15) that the
.5akas etc were driven out by King Sagara, a descendant of Tkshvaku,
10 the countries beyond the borders of India. after getting their heads
‘zte.. shaved under the advice of Vasistha, aithongh they were
Kshatriyas. Vishou Purina (Amsi I, Ch. 3) deseribes the Yavanas as
fiving in the west, the Sakas in the north-wesi, the Kirstas in the east,
and the four Indian castes in the middie of India during the time of the
‘Great War. The Matsya Purina also refers to Sakas, Yavanas, etc.,
-as degraded Arvan tribes living on the frontiers or Bharata Varsha,
Pinini refers in his Ashtadhysyi (3. 2-84) to Sakas and Yavanas and
requires [ to be placed before Y&+ ; and Pagini even according
to Western Orientalists lived long before ihe time of Alexander the
Great. The Sakas, therefore could under no circumstances be ideatified
with any foreign tribes that invaded India after Alexander’s time.
" Alihough the same thing has to be said with regard to the Yavanas, it
“has to be admitted that the term denoted a foreign tribe in the later
-Sanskrit Literature ; but the same thing could not be said of the Sakas
-who were always understood fo be a sub-division of the Aryas.
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and Hayagrivavadha throw so much light on the age of

dankara as well, that they, will be referred to later on.

There is no doubt, therefore, of the Saka Kzla being

founded by $ri Harsha Vikramaditya, and it cannot be
-assigned any date later than 576 B.C.

VII. 'The Era of $ri Harsha dates from 457 B.C., just
400 years before the Samvat or Vikrama Era founded by
another Vikramaditya; and may be taken roughly to
indicate the ferminus ad quem of the suzerainty of
&ri Harsha Vikramaditya. Alberuni® the celebrated
‘Mahomedan historian also speaks of the existence of a

1 Vide Alberuni’s ‘India® by Dr. BEdward C. Sachay, vol. 1L
Ch. XLIX: At page 7. Alberuni says ** Now the year 400 of the
'Yazdagird-—the gaugeyear—corresponds to the following years of the
Indian Fras:—

1. To the year 1488 of the Era of Sriharsha,

2 To the year 1088 of the Samvat or the Vikrama Era,
3. 'To the year 953 of the Era of Salivehana.

Again at page 5, we have The year 4132 before the gauge-year is the
epoch of Kali Kala.” Further on Alberuni says “The Navroz ot the
New year’s day of the Persiap year 400 (the gauge-year) fell qn the
9th Marck 1031 A.D.” Thus the Era of Sribarsha, according to
.Aihemni, falls about 457 B C., 400 'years before the Samvat or t§e
Vikrama Era, and that the Kali Yuga dates from 3162 B.C. This .
¥ra of Sriharsha has been Jargely current in I’{epﬁi and ther
places. A good deal of confusion has bgen introduced into
the Chronology of the dynasties of kings that 'm¥ed at Nepal
by Dr. Fleet and other Orientalists by mist&kn‘lg the Harsha
Fra given in some of the coppex plates as referring {0 anﬂ Era
sopposed to  have originated with Harshavard@ana Siladitya
of Kanouj who lived abont 606-7 AD Thus m a Ct.larter
of Parama Bhattaraka Maharajadhiraja vaades_/avarma, er_:o is the
27h king of the 5th or the Suryavamii dymasty’ of .Nepﬁ.i kings, the
date is given as Harsha Samvat 119, and our Orientalists- at once







