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finds: his. aged and revered Gura, Govinda Bhagavatpada,
lying on his death-bed surrounded by his devoted som
Bhartgibari and his other loving disciples anxiously watching

the last moments of his mundane existence as a Yogin, and

is deeply moved at the pitiable sight of his teacher who had
already lost his consciousness. It was the Pamimé (Fuli~
Moon) day of the month of Kartika of the year 2646 of the
Yudhishthira® Saka, and on hearing the sweet voice of
Sankara crying by his side, Govinda Bhagavatpida suddenly
recovers his senses, rises up like a strong healthy man from
his bed, embraces Saskara with his arms, exhorts him to
undertake his victorious tour (Dig-Vijaya) throughout India.
to establish his Advaita Philosophy in the world, orders his
-pupils to follow Sanikara in future as their master, imparts
" to them his last lesson on the duties of a Sannyisin called
¢ Turiyasrama Dharmopadesa, blesses §ankara once more

former makes him son of Somasarman, a native of the village of

8t _K_t_zi;gia in Kerala, the latter represents him as son of Madhava
a native of Abobala in Kurnool District. Sadananda and Madhava,
on the other hand, represent him as a native of some place in the,
Tanjorg District on the bank of the Kaver in the country of the
Cholas and introduce him to Satkara only after he goes to Benares o
but it is somewhat curious that Sanandana should be described by them
as Sankara’s first Sishya, while they describe him as possessing many

other ,discipfeé before Sanandana goes to him. Evidently some of

these later biographers of Saikara have made a confusion beiween.
Chitsukba and Sapandana, and have practically reduced them to &

single individual, .

¥ The Tutiyasrama Dharmopadela, according to the Chitsukha’s.

Brihat ‘Sankara Vijaya consists of 12 verses and begins with the:
_follow'ing__stanzas:“ R .
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and ensures him success in his i
grand undertaking and qujet!
passes away from the world, Yogin as he wag, n‘titen'n;

the sacred syllable Om (Pranava i
this earth. (Pranava) as his last word on

SR g agw afi araer gfaa: =
TR fafex o arar wgre frg 0 g 0
The work is concluded with the following stanzas ru )

“gloewt any fasg frfyeg ATAZY |
WRTeThedl Feat Siiareed qur oo 1)
fas et g HATTAFILE |
Farstafert afestse of 7 gotd afr: 1 ¢ )y
TGl @ gavmy e
IS GEGEET TOT ATa09dT 0o |y
W 20 qur At afig: qanfy oy
AR 7 geda fafat @ g T N o 11
thﬂmﬁr T FowramEhy 9 |
T ar vt asid arfy Fregs: 199 0
Breted ot oY e s g
Freaf adarfT adar qraveag 1 ogx 11"

:ch;g:kizci:?fs agf;‘ 0;’1:; Eahmibhﬁ_va of Govinda Bhagavatpida,

"I AT ATl s

Fratsa srgaand wdemay gm0
Msgaedify fafeaer Prgsdarifaary |
afacdaers gy sam wea: 9% faray |y
TG IAEt gffemrer § 1
?‘3‘%‘ Fria® wfy gt g &Ry
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< “As soon as the ceremonies connected with the Siddhi of
.Govinda Bhagavatpada are over, and his body is interred in
‘a Samadhi*® constructed by the disciples for the time being,
‘Sanandana respectfully approaches Sankara and requests
“him to initiate him into the mysteries of the Advaita

"1 sfrgaeraravi et At 9T

Mifqeryaaare: fafg dam i’
: (Brihat Sankara Vijaya, Prakarasa 52.)

106 T4 ig stdted by Chitsukhacharya, in his Brihat Safkara Vijays,
that when the wonderful mews of the Siddhi (death) of Govinda
Bhagavatpada reached the ears. of Sriharsha Vikraméaditya, the then
Emperor of Ufiayini, he procesded fo the island of Mindhats in
Amaretvara on the bank of the Narmadi where the sacred body
of his revered father was interred by his disciples and in memory
of his sacred name whose last word was Onkéra, cansed the great
temple of Ofkaranstha erected over his Samadhi. Compare also the
following verse of Patafijali Charitra (VII1-72)

“ Mfgezer FfagerQ: fafg wwod e
 ag wded aafy acesarEdl AT |
oy oy wfeafaafrdy fraar sifqesr
ety feafy afraar weafirar agaq o

We are told by reliable persons that the great shrine of Oskéranatha
eonstructed by Sriharsba Vikramaditya in.memory of his sacred father,
“is even to this day considered by the Hindus as one of their most
sacred places of pilgrimage and that a ‘grand festival is celebrated
every yeaf in this shrine on the Pirnimi day of the month of Kirtika
in memory of the great day on which Govinda Bhagavatpida attained
‘his Brahmibhsva. It is said that this festival attracts over 15,000
devotees from all parts of the country who consider the sanctity of the
Narmads on this day of the year above that of any other river, and say
that while it requires 3 days bathing in the Sarasvati 7 days in the
yamuna and 1 day in Gasga, the mere sight of the Narmada at this

place suffices to make men pure.

I T
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‘i’_h_i}csop_hy. Sankara accordingly admits him into the
sacred order of Sannyzsins, invests him with the Kashzya~
robe of an ascetic and teaches him the essence of his
Philosophy by composing his famous Vedintic poem known
as ' Atma~Bodha for the benefit of his newly initiated
disciple and also- for the instruction of the Sishyas of
Govinda Bhagavatpada who had now become. his own

T Atma-Bodha is one of the Vedintic Poems or Prakaranas
written by Saikara at Amaresvara on the bank of the Narmads az:i'er
he had composed his Shodasa Bhiushyas on the Prasthanatraya,
elucidating the nature of the Soul and its oneness with the Supreme
Self. I consists of 68 stanzas beginning with : '

“aqif: efroraraat ararar Frafivng
AT wEAIST areHaEy fashay n”’
The cbncinding stanza runs as follows 1--
“ feRgFaTATen gE
sarfeg frargg e |
g warerdd gy fafafe
g 99fag wEsyar wag "
Chitsukha says that Sanandana who afterwards become known as
Padmapidiacharya wrote a commentary on this grand Prakara'z_za which
was speciaily composed by Sadkara for his benefit, and even to this day

we have his commentary on Atma-Bodha Prakarapa called Vedants
Sara in the shape of maguscripts in many of the lbraries of Indi,

The ‘poem is also available with a commentary called Dipika by
Vidveyvara Papdita, but both thess commenfaries are still unpubiished.

Only the text has been printed in the Devanagari character. There is

however a Telugu edition which contains not only the Text, but also a
Telugu commentary called Atma-Bodha-Prakasiks, written by Purgam
Kyishpa Sastri. The text is also available with translation in English
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disciples. The initiation ' of  Sanandana being over,
Sankara desires to start on his triomphal tour and all the
disciples express their willingness to follow him io his
Universal Conquest of Religions and Philosophies of
the world.

Protected with the armour of Vairigya, armed with the:
shield of Jiizna, holding the bow of Pranava—-Dhyina, ready
with various kinds of arrows in the form of Sama,
Dama, etc., equipped with guns of Prasthinatraya-Bhashvas,
furnished with weapons of Vedantic poems, the King of the’
Ascetics prepares himself for his Universal Philosophic War~
and starts on his trivmphal march from Amaredvara, the.
present small capital of his spiritual kingdom with his ever-
devoted Chitsokha as his aid-de-camp, with his all-wise
Sanandana as his commander-in-chief, and with the host of
his loving disciples as his soldiers., The first place that..
attracted his attention as deserving his visit was Prayzga,
the most ancient seat of learning among the A'ryas ever
since the time of the Ramayana and Mahabharata, but which
since the time that Gautama Buddha began to preach on its
sacred soil, had been reduced to an insignificient dependency
under the despotic sway of his bigoted and ignorant
followers and Sankara accordingly arrives at Prayaga (the |
modern Allahabad) where the Tirtha-Rzja,' the king of the

18 According to Chitsukha and ZApandagiri, the initiation of::
Banandana into Sannyisa by Sapkara took place in the island of -

Miandhats on the Narmadd where Govindi Bhagavatpada attained his

Brahmibhava and Saskara starts on his triumphal tour (Dig Vijaya) ~
from this place. Of the later biographers of S8aidkara, some place this:
incident at Badarikasrama, and some at Benares from which Sankara ;
is said to have started on his Universal Conguest of Religions. :

i% Prayaga is the pame by which moders Allahabad was known *
in ancient Hindu writings such as the Ramiyana and the Mahibhiarats. ©
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shrines shines in his glory, with the two noble-born maids—
the Rivers Gangs and Yamung—waving their white and blue
<chowries on either side of him, and with the Imperishable
Holy Banyan Tree (Akshaya-Vata) serving as the azure-
«coloured royal umbrella over his head.

It was the Maghi Amavisya day ' one of the most
important days of Magha-Mela, and Sankara is immensely
pleased with the sight of Prayaga which he wishes to restore
to its former greatness by firmly establishing his Advaita
Philosopby there.
bathes at the confluence of the rivers Gangsi, Yamuna and
Sarasvati know as " Trivepi and as a dutiful son and

According to one tradition, it was so called because the God Brahms
of the Hindu Trinity had performed many sacrifices here and it is
hence called Prajapati-Kshetra. The following is the etymological
meaning of the word Prayiga as given in the Skinda Purana o

“ages gagrre: ganr fafy diad
gszar gFse At geewat gfgofefa: )
s fufg gam o gfgafel v’

1t bears the title of Tirtha-Raja, the holy of the holy places, because
according to a legend when ail the holy shrines were placed on one
-sce_ll’é aud Prayiga on the other, the former kicked the beam.

. B%'The great Magha-Mela days are Makara-Sankranti, Maghi -
Amavisya, Maghi-Porgims and Maghi-Sukla-Pafichami, Of these, the
Méghiv_Amévasya {the New-moon day of the month of Magha) is
considered very sacred for Pitris, when the offering of water and Pinda
to one’s deceascd ancestors is considersd a pious duty of every

pifgrim.

L Priveni is the name given to the confluence of the rivers Ganges

and Jumna, It literally means the three-braided or the. three-
streamed,  Its two braids are visible in the streams of the Ganges and

He accordingly goes with his disciples,
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disciple he offers oblations of water (Tarpana) to his mother _-
and Guru to enable them both to attain eterpal happiness.
After visiting the various “sacred places at Prayagas, .
Sankara goes to ' Bharadviji¢rams, the Hermitage_ of-
Bharadvija, the great Kulapati *** whose generous hospita-
lity Rama, Lakshmapa and Sita with their host of Vanaras
and Rzkshasas enjoyed when they halted at Praysiga on thetr
way to Chitrak@ta and determines to stay there for sometime:
to preach his Philosophy to the citizens of that place. It

was at this time that $ankara is said to have composed

the Jumna, but there has been the tradition of a third river Sarasvati

. mee:ing there. The Brahma Purdna says i—

“TFTAHAA HeA sraeaioe 9 geead |
- et gaTae gt wafq g o

SEHCSTATE TATHISHT AT SISSAT |
drdTasATTer aai wfa gdwg "

Y2 The Prayaga-Mahatmya enumerates the following as the chiet
places which the pilgrims are enjoined to visit ;o

“ B3, a1, |, WIS 7 argiee |
FRRSEAGE, [, FAW AFAaEF 0"

s The grounds around Bharadvija’s Temple is pointed out even to-

day as the Hermitage of Bharadvija. In the days of the Ramayana, the
hermitage is said to have been situated on the bank of the Ganges, but
the river seems to have receded from its former course since these days

and it is now situated in the gparter called Coloneiganj in the Kazr&

ward of the Municipality,

¥ The sage Bharadvaja was a Kulapati, A Rulapati of old,' as

;he foilowing stanza describes,

“HHYT TIaTEes ar mmﬁqﬁm b
- gty fasfy: @ § gouf: T

* some of his minor poems such as "“Prayagashtaka, " Yamu~
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o

was one who provided education to ten thousand pious students and
gave them free board and Jodgings, As has been well pointed out in a
recent book called © Prayag or Allahabad * published by the Modern
Review Office at Calcutta, ““it would follow that the grounds around
Bharadvija’s abode was the seat of a local university at Prayig.:
What a coincidence that after so many centuries the neighbourhood of:
Bharadvaja Muni’s Temple has become the seat of (he University of

Allahabad and of the Premier Government College of the Province and

of the Boarding Houses and Hostels of hundreds of residential,
students! The Spirit of Learning, an Indian poet may well sing, did.
not like to abandon her old haunis and has come back again.”.
1t deserves to be pointed out that it was at this hermitage that Lerd
Buddha first preached his Dharma about 2000 B.C, ; ; and that Sankara
who came nearly 1500 years after his time, also first began to preach
his Philosophy to the world on this very sacred place as the Worié’
Great Teacher, .

15 prayigishiaka, as the name itgelf implics, is a coiiecncn of

8 stanzas in praise of Prayaga and begins as follows s

“ faarfad a7 avgam ) Faay wﬁmw"a% L

- HS1E9T T qF Qe § @S sl v 0

Chitsukba in his Brikat S;ankam Vijaya winds up the Ashtaka with the
follow;ng VOrse :

“gf : g wfag sl s avit
dezarr R swals qeor el g TET .

Sp m”rsra'mr &WW’T #ﬁﬁaﬁa 74T
Fa qgnvensd @ sfy gact drdRrs: sawn

In the Stotra-Pustakas, a Prayagishtaka is given containing some of
these stanzas and is said to be taken from Matsya-Purina.

1% Yamunishtaka is a collection of 8 stanzas in praise of Yamuna
(umua) and begins as follows 1w -

“ guferrafemaetaarton o
guiizatafasear rsmmmgfon
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nashtaka, " Madhavashtaka, *** Lakshmi-Nyisihma-Pasicha-

AR TESaYSTIagHaT
gA1g A7 a°dme wferaafed ggr 1”
This is not to be confounded with the other Yamunishiaka,
beginning with “ FYTYTYFT " etc., composed by Sankara at
Mathurs,

) 1* Madhavashtaka is a collection of 8 stanzas in praise of Vishpu,
said to have been composed by Saskara on the occasion of his visit fo
the Temple of Adi Madhava, situated on the southern bank of the
Yamuns, opposite the confluence., The Hrst stanza, according to
Chitsukha, begins as follows 1

“oread Fard geraragd araed sia? wlfrwrafiag
gfamfas Jmar gra< dsFiasd avest aad 1

The last stanza runs as follows :— _

“gfoad: $rad wisamT waRits saaees e
BT Fguateas frfguiweys arad asd 1

In the Stotra-Pustakas, the order of the stanzas is somewhat different

and the Ashiaka Hself is variously called Achutishiska or Madha-
vishiaka.

1% L akshmi-Niyisihma-Paficharatna is a collection of § stanzas

in praise of Lakshmi-Narasihma said to have been composed by
Saskara when he visited God Nryisihma in the Patalapuri Temple at
Prayaga. The first stanza runs as follows :

“eeavsiatmtresfy ¥ wwefget 5o aad
Ffafreregfmfgad famegf a7
AF wafe gar wawRAy froamat |
- A u seiAdaRsimaratemae 0
The last stanza is given as follows i .
‘g fea Aw av 989 gu gaerd afy e,
T god a%e fg qor sfa = wrcas el
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v.ra't;:a and **Vedasira-Siva-Stotra.

In that ancient centre of learning, Sankara soon distin-
guishes himself in dialectics and philosophy and begins to
propound his Bhishyas on the Vedanta Satras, the Upani~

shads and the Bhagavatgita to his numerous disciples. Ina -

short time, his fame as a great Vedantic teacher reaches the
qnook and corner of Aryavarta and istelligent men ** from

FATTE wafa gur waweHy From,
W W arfiafageimaagadaanseamy

1% Vedasara-Siva-Stotra, or Sometvarishiaka as Chitsukba calls™
it, isacollection of § stanzas in praise of Siva, said to have been
composed by Saakara at Prayaga when he visited the Temple of
Somedvara Mahadeva situated on the south bank of the Ganges at
a short digtance east of Adi Madhava, The first sianza runms as
follows :—

“ oAt afd quaETe, weeEe Fia ae A | |
SHESEHe] ERRMFANT, 92RF UF 09 IHa1gR N

“The last stanza runs as follows - ' o

“awEy auEd favl famEd, aeed auey faeraed |
ATy AN gAY, Faey F9ed sgdArergnn”

In the Stotra-Pustakas, three more stanzas beginning with

4 Sﬂﬁ' 5166'@?3? " are found added at the end of the poem, but |

they are not given by Chitsukba i his Brihat Saskara Vijaya.

126 Bagkara Vijaya Vilisa which mainly follows Chitsukha’s work,
mentions Vishopugupta, Suddbakirti, Bhénumarichi, Krishsadarlana,
Virifichicharaga and Buddhivriddhi as the more important of the
distinguished scholars that resorted to him for instruction, Afier
describing Sankara’s arrival at Praysga, Chidvilasa says i

O ST WG G SR g |
P gEasdear avgear AR

B e
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various quarters come to him almost every day and seck
admission as his pupils to study the Vedanta Philosophy
under him. Saokara would go with his disciples early in the
morning to bathe at Triveni, and as soon as his Anushthzna
was over, he would return to Bharadvijasrama with them

and propound his Bhashyas and Prakarapas to them. __
In the afternoon, he would hold discussions with his discie

ples, answer all their queries and clear all their doubts,
In this way Sankara has been spending his at time Prayaga.

On one of these days Sankars went out with his disci-

e

¢ EqTedd SAATAIErETIAfT gafE: |
qar fwersfy eaarsrsagoey n

- TSAT FFLATTAGE WIET 7eaga |
WS 35{‘1‘??3&*?@*2176{ 9 Hﬁﬁﬁ'm z
AT ITGFATAT TATAT WTST A |
feromra faafeaan famg AT SEisic il
ﬁ*—a'a‘ FT& TATATST a“leﬂm qEAET: 1

G feRI=SS A satear T4 T |
HTST TFHEHTAT 3 faifmaaﬁ‘aw h

wAAY AgAl aran At
gfweqifor fysopres:, gaaifa zfa”rm'

g wrgadfy g3, WW&* :
fafefsaroon onir, gfgafeg s
g qfat & aguEd g u”

Chitsukha adds to this many more names such ag Drighabhakis
Medhatithi, Nztyananda Yoginanda, Bharativamba, Subodha and
Sumati. _
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ples to see the Akshayavata, '*' when to his disappointment.
he found an orthodox young Brahman at the foot of the tree )
trying to put an end to his life. He was completely affected.
with leprosy. His body was horribly white like a pﬂmPkmg‘¢
gourd and his eyes had lost ali their power of sight. He
looked like an owl and could not face the sun, Out of sheer
shame and in order to avoid the sight of his countrymen
he wanted to comumit this act of suicide, when to his fortuae
he saw before his eyes Sankara with his disciples like the
Great Teacher Mahadeva with his host of hoary devotees.
He cried to Sankara for mercy and protection and Sankara’s
heart was deeply moved with pity. Sankara touched him
with his hands, and the man was perfectly cured. Miracus«
lously enough all the marks of leprosy on the body of the-
young Brzhmian had disappeared and he was perfectly able
to look at all things. In fact, he became a most charming -
young man and peopie exclaimed at him as Udanaka, as ong:

i The Akshaya-vcxga or the Imperishabie Banydn Tree, is one-
of the most prominently associated with Prayaga from the most
ancient times. Tt is the * Syama-Vata * to which $1f prayed mentioned:
in the Ayodhyakanda of the Ramavapa, The Chinese traveller Hicuen
Teang speaks to its existence in the Tth century A.D. The consy -
truction of Allahabad Fort by Akbar in 1584 AD. doomedit. But
the Imperishable Tree still holds its own ground, Inside the Fort, .
in the underground building calied Patalapuzi, pilgrims are still shown
its rtelics. Numberiess human beings in past ages ended their
lives by flinging themselves from that tree down below in the hope
of acquiring in their next incarmation what they wished for at the-
moment of death. Compare the stanzas from Kisi-Khanda:

U gATETAaEr ST FEIATSTEAT | -
gwasfy aurRer qFEaaIsagq | L
 fgwawdt frda: g g gewegw, 0 Y
e fESI R EISHTSR AT At
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.deprived of all the marks of leprosy. The young man
~sequested Sankara to initiate him into the mysteries of the
“Vedznta Philosophy and to admit him as one of his disciples.
‘Sankara soon found out that he was fully qualified to
‘weceive instructions in the Vedanta and that he had been
reduced to this pitiable condition owing to his want of
belief in his Gurn. Within the time required for composing
".a single verse called [Ekagloka, **! Sankara made him realize

SETAT AT GHET a1 q2q qAEw: |
aftst s SRSy adea axAi Tfﬁ:W n”

1 ¥ Fkatloka is the name given to a single stanza. said to have
been addressed to Udanka, a leper, by Sankara with & view to
diberate him from the bondage of recurring births by imparting fo
- ‘him the knowledge of the Vedanta. The following is that famous
~ftanza :

“f wmify @a? W agly &, oAt 9darfes,

g 39! <Frdiaedatae B sk wrenrfs 87
. *ﬁ'%., e frftearteana 57 o, fregs

. 7 s, s e s safa! @ e aar g

'There ig & beautiful commentary on this celebrated verse called Tatvas

Dipana by Svayamprakisa Yogindra, a disciple of Gopila Yogindra.

_Agto the origin of the poem, the learned commentator says as follows?
138 |F ATA FIF THEASEAAIL,
s “oreEay FAgAal 13T agueAtae |
wrza Faar Ared griaa qfy o n
'gwrf‘aapr%%rﬂa’t wirag faaray gﬁﬁ&"ﬁ%?ﬂ“#ﬁﬁ qg-
“Irard:, @i PrEd g, ddfa 9w, s
TS, Al wme g, mat
Frare | a7 warleg TN gEefiT TSR,
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his own self by putting to him a series of questions and
getting out appropriate answers from his own mouth. He-
then admitted him into the order of Sannyisins under the
very name Udanka by which he was hailed by the wondering
crowd when he was cured of his leprosy and the young man-
ever since that {ime became one of the staunch disciples of
Sankara.

On another day Sankara had been with his disciples to-
Pratishthina-puri, '* the ancient capital of the kings of the

Fewiag gaiadsTead, ssoaarEaFETEE 9t Ay
“-snfg sfd g g S Fsud gfed gryTEgs-
guw wiAEs, gqEwrefrRas a eF Hm‘z@rgma‘
wraad, Fadigal fafs i,

“ T 7 FRFAT ggHarEITg 1

sfa st g agq’%fsra'ﬁ'rf rafe
qresard Yy ¢« weafae anfesd, awaesn, sgwegeafqy,
sy, srreaTat arfaE, e osaifaarsd gey gfy, arede
arser sqfg Wad g —amead-arsd sAfarsd, gewaq,,
FHFE, f‘a'wa”rf‘ef——-w greaty, aisd fasrawa: grong;
ggeasaifa: gew 1 gy qawammmmﬁmswx
FREsEEITTErs g igroraTaarnt %’ﬁﬁf fRamr, gaAL-
OB HEY fA9ae | g9 NIedrSA qgTadag qoq
Arfad ava fosd geafa & oAy @’ gonfiar 1

The poem and the story of Udanka are given in Chitsukhichsrya’s
Brihat Bankara Vijaya where the stanza is known under the name of
Ekatloki. Thestanza {8 so given in the Telugu Edition of a book
containing Sankara’s Aparokshinubhati; bui the commentary is-
still unpublished.

138 Pratishthina-puri just forms the castern boundary of Prayaga.
¥t is now known as Fhuunsi, & smail village situated alongside the Gangss, .
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‘Lunar dynasty, where Prabhakarzchirya, one of the distin-
guished - disciples of Kumszrila Bhatta, the celebrated
advocate - of Parva-Mimamsz, lived with his own select
followers, advocating a new school of Karma-Mimimsa
distinct from that of his Guru’s, Qut of rivalry with his
-own preceptor, Prabhakara set at nanght all those who did
not perform sacrifices and other religious duties ; and pro~
+mulgated that Karma alone, as enjoined in the Vadas, was
‘the end and aim of all the Sastras. According to him, there

§s, in fact, no Superior Deity other than what is aimed at by.

-the use of the ending of the dative case.

-opposite the Allahabad Fort, Akbar’s bund and Daragani, Pratish-
-théna-is mentioned in some of the oldest works of -Sanskrit Literature
.and the great poet Kalidésa lays the scene of his play Vikramorvadiya
in Pratishthéna, How long Pratishthina continned to floyrish as a
-capital of ruling kings one cannot say. At the time of Sankara,
Pratishthéna had not lost #s name, and it continued to be a famous
Brihmargagrabara under the pame of Sri Valll, until it was des-
-froyed by a conflagration leaving only its ruins which ever since that
-time went by the name of Jhunsi-~the burnt village—from the Hindi
-goot Jhausana, to be burnt, Referring to this Agrahsra which he is
‘ot able fo indentify, Madhava writes in his Bankara Vijaya as
HSollows (-

“ spafoen aavsagred «f-afeds @ waraw afed: |

| A gGATRAE AT - SUTCTATFASA 1

. g, afgla arfa s w39 @9E <@esT |
gszar et faesdfrssm g fafg amaissrarn

+ afer wgafgad smrar awarfgami sRrmssEr |

o “gyET sfrfarg Feg ze wfaTEATE |
a7 fas: wew arerddt e i |

- wafaaEsE: gife v8 syifsaieg: o’

MAIN INCIDENTS OF S'ANKARA’S LIFE 127

On hearing the arrival of Sankara with his disciples at
Bis’ own Agrahara, “* Prabhakaradhvarin elated with the
superiority of his own view of Karma-Mimzamsa and desi-
rious of converting Sankara also into his own faith, goes
out to Sankara with numerous orthodox followers and
fmpresses upon him the importance of his own School of
Parva-Mimamsz Philosophy. Sankara calmly argues with
him, taking his opponent’s own stand point and in a few
hours convinces him that Jfizna or the Knowledge of the
Supreme Brahman alone is the final means for attaining
Mpoksha and that Karma or the adherence to the duties en-
joined in the Vadas is only a means to attain purity of heart
{Chitta-zuddbi) which leads to ParasBhakti or Supreme
Pevotion to the Lord and which, in its turn, leads to Jiana
or the knowledge of the oneness of the individual soul with
the supreme Soul (Brahm#tmaikya-Jfzna) by which alone
Mukti or the attainment of the state of Brahman by the
J3vas can be realized.

The result is that no only Prabbakara becomes a dis,
ciple of Sankara, but the whole of his Agrahara (Pratish-
thana) is converted into Sankara’s faith. Prabhakara who

125 ¥ all the ancient biographies of Saakara, the great advocate
of the Atheistic School of Pirva-Mim3ms: and the father of the
renowned Hastimalaka to be described hereafter, is kpnown only
under this name: Sankara Vijaya Vilssa calls him Divakaradhvarin,
The Keraliva Sankara Vijaya, on the other hand, mentions one Siva
.as the father of Hastamalaka: and repregsents him as z npative of a
PBrabmansgarahira called Siva-Vihara and describes Hastimalaka as
having become a disciple of Sankara after Suréivara’s conversion,
Midhava and Sadinanda agree with the ancient biogrophers and
represent Hastimalaka as the son of Prabhikaricharya, though
they also place the conversion of Hastimalaka, after that of Sursbvara,







