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BRHAT-SANKARA-VIJAYA OF
- CITSUKHACARYA AND PRACINA--
SANKARA-VIJAYA OF ANANDAGIR!
o A/S ANANDA-JNANA

By Pr. W, IR, ANMRKAR,_M.A., LL.B., PhD.

(Nore : During my research on the life of Srimad
Adya Sankardcarya for the Ph.D. degree of the Poona
University, I was able to collectmuch new information on
the suliject. It is proposed to place this information
before scholars and the public interested in the subject
Jor their epindon and further research.)

S .

RI SANKARACARYA has been a very great figure indeed in
Indian history. It was quite natural that many persons were
inspired to write accounts of his life and life-work. Mr, T. N, Nardyans
Sastri in his ¢ Age of Sankara® refers to ten such biographical accounts,
written in Sanskrit.! Out of these, the first two, viz.{i)Brhat-Sankara
Vijaya by Citsukha and (47) Pracina-Sankara Vijaya by Anandagiri afs
Anandajfiana did not become available to me even after an intensive
search for them throughout India, We, however, get references to and

1. 'The ten works are:
(i} Brhat Saikars Viigya or Guru Vijaya by Citsukhfciizys.
el )

"¢y Pracna-Senkara-Vijaya by Anandag
(241} Saskars Vijays by Anantinandagiri. : :
{iv) Sankara-Vijaye, or Vyisscaliya by Vidyifankars ajs Sankarinanda
" afs VyasScala., ) R
{5} Sankardchryacaritam or Keraliya Sankara Vijays by Govindanstha.
foi)- Sankara-Vijays.Vilisa by Cidvilasa,
(vti) Sankaribhyudays by Réjsctdimeni-Dixit.
(vif) Sankéepa-Sankars-Jaya by Midhavicirya—generally known as
Sinkara-Digvijaya by Sri Vidyaranys.
{ix) Sanksra-Digvijays-Siza by Sadinendaysti. :
(z} Actrya-Digvijeya by Vallisahaya. Out of these, I was able to get
“only eight, the first two still remaining untraced. In addition to
these eight, ¥ was able to procure the following biographies of Sankara.
(4} Sankaricliryamalimd by Balgopslayati. |
(34} Sankars Vijaya or Brhat Saskara Vijays by Brahmananda Sseasvati,
{#ti} Acaryavijayacampi by Paramedvara Kavi Kanthirava. _
{i} Sankara Vijaya Sarhgraha by Purusottama Bharati,
(v) Bankargbhyudays by Tirumala Dixit.
(vi} Guruvamda~-Kaivye by K&$f Laxman Sari
{vfi) SankarsmandiraSsurabhe by Nilskagthe,
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quotations from both these works, about the genuineness and the very
existence of which scholars are extremely sceptical. I, therefore,
intend to record my findings in regard to these two works, ‘

{iy Br.S. V.o Cit.

'We read about this work ffom-the' following sources :

(a) Mr T, Krszgamacﬁn mentions this work s a biography of
Sankara® and following him, the editor of Vyasacala 8 Sankara-Vijaya,
refers to it as the 9th biography of Sakaara 2

{8) Prof. Baldev Upadhyaya rei’ez‘s in two places‘ toa manuscrzpt
of this work a,nd ascrzbes it to Ssmra}na Citsukha.’

{(¢) 'The editor of Citsukhi, published by Uddisina Sanskrt Vidyslaya,
Kasl says clearly that * Citsukha has also written one biography of
Sankars and portions thereof are available here and there.”?.

My efforts to trace these references further, by contacting the last
three persons personaily and by u}:‘respend&nce fazied to yield any
fruitfol resuits. e

{4) Szzg;a.m'ﬁ, a commentary on Guru-ratna-Milika, a list of Gurus
of Kanci-Kamakoti Pitha, distineily refers to and quotes from Br.
8.V, of Citsukha, who is described as Sri Sarvaifia Citsukhacarya
who served the Scrya every minute, was witness to the entire happening
{of Sankara's life) and associated with him without break throughout his
life.”® Recently, I have been reliably informed that the Mutt’s library
contains even today a manuscript:copy of the Br. 5.V, by Citsukha.

(¢) The best evidence is supplied by Mz. T. 8. N, Sastri who tells
us that this Br. 8.V. consisted of three parts (i) Piirvicarya-Satpatha,
(ii) Sankardcirya Satpatha and (44} SureSvardcirya Satpaths, out of

2. ¥istory of Classical Sanskrit Litr. p. 396,

4. Introduction-page H.,
Vide his Sri Sanikardcirys (Hindi), pp. 9 and 290,

4.

5. Read: Fopgarad 7 or wgfasrr @ s 41y
et 9w wor gu wEr s g u wfiwr or
Introduct:on p. 15

6. Reads wﬁawqw&amm Wﬁrﬂmﬁm
msftmﬁrw %ﬁmwﬁagmm‘i
(wmﬁ

Susamad on st 14 of GR, M
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which he was able to precure & mutiiated MS, copy of the second part
only.” Mr, Sastri worked on this copy and has given in his incomplete
book, an account of Sankara’s life, upto his meeting with Kumarila
Bhatta, according to the version of Citsukha, and while doing so, he has
given quotations from the original work in many places. He gives the
following information about Citsukha, as culled by him from the said
work, :

In the Upoddhita prakarapa of his Br, S.V., Citsukha siates that
he wag a native of Gokarna in the Kerala state. He came in contact
with Sankara when the latter was a boy of five years only, reading in a
Gurukula.  Thereafter, when Sankara started in search of a Gum,
Citsukha joined him on the way at Gokarna and followed him ciesely
without break till Sanikara laid down his body at Kianei, in the temple
of Kamaksi. Citsukha was senior to Sankara by five years and was thus
an eye-witness to his life and domgs almost from the beginning to the
erect.

Citsukba's original name was Vignudarman while Citsukha was the
name given to him by Sankara himself, when at the former’s request,
he initiated him into the order of Sannyasing and made him his first
diseiple. Citsukha has described this incident after narrating the story
of Sankara’s initiation at the hands of Lord Siva Himself, manifested
as Dakgindmirti, o1l one of the peaks of mount Kaildsa in the Himilayas.

_ Thiz same Citsukha is said to have ascended later on, the Dvaraka-
Pithe as the 2ad dcdrya and a suceessor of Sri Brahmasvariipdcirya
and passed away 24 years thereafter, at the ripe old age of 80 years.

Citsukha’s work is also called Guru-Vijaya because of Hs very great

“bulk and gives the various works, major as well as minor-including the

devotional hymns written by Sankara, with their occasion, time and place.
The smaller works like hymns are given in full while the longer ohes
have only been referred to.

It is important to note that the information about Citsukha,
given hy Mr. Sastrf corroborates the one given in Susamé, referred to
already, although the latter is not so exhaustive. It is also worth
noting that Citsukha's version of Sankara’s life as given by Myr. Sastri,
which différs from the versions of the same in all the other biographies in

- Sanskyit, eminently agrees with the one as culled from the quotstions

from Br, 8.V, in Susema. The quotations in the latter, however, dre

7. Vide' Age of Saskara ® Part L, Ch. I, p. 87,
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few and far between and are not sufficient for a yegular reconstruction of
Sanikara’s life-account along altogether fresh lines, as found in the work
of M. Sastri. This obviates a possible objection that Mr. Sistri has
only based his version on the quotations contained in the Susama,
which has to. be placed at least 20() years prior to the work of Mr, Sastzi
(1918 ADY. !

~ An interesting piece of information in this connection is supplied
by the works of Cidvilisa and Sadénanda (Saﬁkara«-Vnaya—Vﬂasa and

Sankara-Digvijaya-Sara). Sadinanda has stated at the very com-

mencement of his work that he had-before him an

which he was trying to summarise for purification of his mind, while
Cidvilisa tells us that he was narrating what was transmitted to him by
his Guru. My, Sastri, who had with him these two works also, says that
these two biographers have followed Citsukhs’s work, more or less,
though I have found that Sadananda deviates from Citsukha more than
otherwise.

Now, while describing Sankara's encounter with Xumérila,
Mr. Sastri has quoted a whole passage of 29 stanzas as from By, 8.V, of

(itsukha, in which (passage} Kumarila is said o give an account of his

own previous life to Sankara, Sadinanda and Cidvilasa repeat, in
the same context, many ¢f these stanzas almost verbatim, of course
omitting many and making small but very important changes in those

they have adopted. 'The most important alteration is that the Jainas .

and Vardhaména Mahivira in Citsukha's version have been replaced in
both by Bauddhas and a Bauddha Gurn® The correspondence,
however, between Citsukha and Cidvilasa and Citsukha and Sadananda
is o0 obvious to be overlooked and leads us to infer not only that
such a work as- Br. S.V. must have existed but also that it was the
- same as the one possessed by Mr. Sastri a.nd the one which these two
writers had before them. :

From the feregomg evidence, it seems fairly well certain that
Br. §.V. was not only a genuinely existifig biography of Sankara, and
not a mere name, but also that the version of Sankara’s life given by

Mr, Sastr] as from the same has at least sufficient prima facie claim to

pur attention as one ba'sed on the same,

The second work to-be considered is Pr S Jaya of Einan&a]ns,na '

afs Anandagiri.

8, See F.N. 18.
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At the very outset we have to remembeér that this is different from
a.nother work called Sankaz'a Vijaya by Anantinandagiri (the author s
name sometimes being given wrongly as Enandagm} and prmted in
1886 in the Bibliotheca Indica Series. I have proved this point at
some length in my thesis and also that most possxbly, this second work
is greatly based on the former., The following pieces of emdence tend
to prove the existence of this Pz- §.V. till recently. .

D -Mr.-T. 8. N. Sz‘istri seerns to have had-this work with him,
though he does not expressly say so. He quotes from it a few standas.
Susamd quotes from this work profusely. By curious coincidence,
both Mr, Séstyi and Susamé quote as from this same work, an identical
stanza,? relating to the derivation of * Gov, indamuni’, Safkara’s Gum '

(2) Madhava {populariy but wrongly known as 'Vidy&z-a‘r_:yﬁ)
expressly refers to the work Pr. 8.V, by name in the very first stanza®®

_ of his work, which he says is going to be an epitome of the same. In

the absence of the original work, it is not possible to say how far he

has kept to this object but one cireumstance, though minor, is worth

noting. 'While describing the creation of a hot water lake by Satkara

" for his Gurz Govindamuni, for daily bath in the cold Himalayan

regions, Mr. Sastrl quotes as from Pr. 8.V, of Ananda two stanzas®.in
that connection. Midhava repeats both these stanzas in” the sdme
connection, as Ch, XVI: 101 and 102 but substitutes the word fil'b'dﬁ“ﬁ-‘

for 3fiweg in the first stanza. XYixcept for this differenc, the two
- stanzas sre copied verbatim, ' :

{3) M&dhwas s.8. Jaya (miscalled Saz}k&z‘awl)zgvzgaya) is com-
mented upon by Acyut&z‘a,ya Modak. The commentary was written
shout 1880 A.D. and is known as Advaitarijya-Taxmi. This com-
“mentary supplies valuable evidence z-egardmg the exlstence of Pr. 8.V,

o, The stanze s :

gad . frreeRmdy sey o it srif gl |
Pl s aRg
10. Read: STHIMEGRST @e @@y fEEMI

11. The stanzas are:

Fafadiaadfreer geemrengfeaTg
audies Ay T THESTHIRIA R AL

wi st Frfesla o graTiegdl TaTaTefarary |
iAot aferadife gty @ wEesfy waarn
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{4y While' commenting on the first stanza quoted already: frorﬁ
Madhava's work, Aecyutariva has clearly identified Pr. §. Jaya as
Pr.-8. Vijays, written by Anandajnana a/s Anandagiri, the disciple of
Suddhananda and the writer of commentaries on Sankara’s Bhisyas. 12

) (%) While commenting upon XV : 3. (;rf Mé(i’hava’s.\.w‘)rk,‘ Acyut-
ardya says that th~ ampiified version of the story {etat-prapsnecah}

should be seen in the work of Anandsjfiina a/s Anandagiri the disciple

of Suddhiinanda, which is the basis of the present work {of Madhava).®

After this remark, Acyutariys actually quotes as from the same Pr.

Q,Y., 58 stanzas, which cannot be traced to any of the existing Sankara-
Y:J’ayas {about 15 in number) including the prinieti one by Ansntinanda-
gird. . It' is precisely for this reason as alse for some others,!4 that even
th{)‘ugh in two other places, the same commentator Acyutardys scems
Eo 1d¢1}tify_‘ the two works Pr. 8.V. and S.V. of Anandagiri and Anat-
fnanda-giri respectively, the idntification has o be ruled out as erron-
eous and the two works have to be kept distinet with two distinet
authors, ’ o s )

(##t} 'While commenting upon XVI: 108 of B\'I&dhaVa‘s work,

Acyutarfiya quotes from Sivarahasya and once more refers to the work

of Anandajfsna a/s Anandagixil®

(v} While commenting on other stanzas .of M&dﬁva;s work,
Acyutaréya names the author or the work or both thus :

{¢) At I:38, he explains, the ® previous poet’ as ‘the author of
Sankara-Vijaya already defined,’® ' B ' -

12, Read: grdRfry @ B grwonfedT: qEITEEET-
T T srfiafigca sgfemwrdad: 1
< 18: - Repd -+ @mq@aﬁ%wﬁm@qﬁ%ﬁp@ e
s TRl qEegTaTd T4T—On XV 8.

14, Those other reasons have been detailed in i itte '
poose Univezsity, . my thesis syigmttcd to the

15 Read: UREHAITG dgoogdlawd ud e
- faxfa weeenfafy fagi On XVI: 108 S -

Tt is to be noted that in 14 and 16 the nawme of Anandagiri®s work is gi
s work is
Er. s, -V. and f#ot as Pr. 8, V. The name of the suthor is the %ame and'theg\?;i?c isi;'
‘niantanan&agm is nowhere mentioned as By, 5. V. This name, therefore, is given
:ﬁ: éﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ“ﬁ& an gw;r:;ghz fo}kz- :g is properly the name of Citsukba's Wori:' or it is
ount o : iri, whie i
£0 glven on see H 1e bulk of the work of z_'-inandagm,. wh@ also ig reported to

16. Read: “ srpfaey fropmwgfemgdT i ew e
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{(#). He vefers to Pr. S.V. by name in the prefatoz?y-words to 1:5.47

(¢) At T:28 and I:85, he refers to Sankars Vijayaby Anandagiri
and Pr. §,V. respectively and gives quotations from that same work;
which again are not traced to any of the existing Sanksra-Vijayas.

All these details seem to show beyond doubt not only that a work
called Pr. §.V. by Anandajfiana a/s Anandagiri existed but also that
it was before Acyutardys in 1830 A.D. and that he used it for his eom=
mentary on ‘Midhava's work. Dhanapatisiiri, an earlier commentato_r
of Madhava's work confirms this finding re Pr. 8.V, as follows: .

Madhava, as we have seen, is summarising the Pr, §.V, Ch. XV of
Madhava's work deals with Sankara’s triumphant tour. Dhenapati-
suri quotes 58 stanzas, 402 stanzas and 851 stanzas respectively in his
commentary onst, 2,st. 4 and stt. 28/29 of this chapter, with the common
introductory remark FAGHAAE S and ends the quotations with the
remarks waced dugm Al (st 2), qracafgaad AT FeAERT
(st. 4) and aXqcad whgewrsy afrafefa (st 29). From - this, it
cems that according to Dhanapatistirin, the stanzas quoted were
the relevant portions of Pr. §.V. intended to.be summarised by Midhava
in those partieular stanzas. - We, however, are not left to surmise only.
The first 58 stanzas, quoted by Dhanapatisiri, are the same as the 58

" stanzas quoted by Acyutardyain his commentaly on XV:3 ofMédh&vé’s

work and Acyutardya, as seen already, has ascribed all of them £o Anand-
ajfiing afs Anandagiri; 'This shows that all 811 stanzas and not
merely 58 quoted by Dhanapatisiri must have been taken by him from
one and the same work viz. Pr. §.V. by Anandajiiina afs Anandagiri.
Not éven one of these 800 and odd stanzas is to be found in any of the
existing Sankara Vijayas nor do they form part of Sankara-Vijaya of
Anantinandsgiri in particular, ' o Coem
~ The conclusion, therefore, seemns quite clear that both the commentas
tors of Madhava's work had before them and have uti}ised; mﬂré_'or_ less,
the work called Pr. n.V. of Anandajfidna afs Anandagiri, which formed
the basis of the work Jf Madhava himself., The same work has been
drawn upon earlier by Sugamé and later on by Mr. T. 8. N, Sastri;
both of whom seem: to have had the same with. thém in'the original.
Lastly, regarding this work also, I have been réliably informed that @

_ MS. copy of the-same exists even today in the Kanei Mutt library.

1r. Resd: aﬁﬁwﬁqummwmaﬁrz g
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¥t, therefore, can be concluded that there did exist til} recently two

such works as Br. 8.V, of Citsukhiicarya and Pr. 8.V. of Anandajfina

ajs Anandagiri though rone of them is available to us today and that
théy are not mere names, 8§ believed by some,

L8, The three passages, are :
{a} From Br. §. V. of Citsukha :
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(8} From Sankara-Vijsyn Vilisa of Cidvitesa: -
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Chapter XVI
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Chapter v

' Abbreviations

1. Br 5 Vo—Brhat Senkara Vlgaya

9. Py, §. V.—Pracma-Sankara Vijays.

3. 8§, V.--Saskara Vijaya

4. Anand—Anandegiri. -

5, Anant-—Anantinandagicl,

8, Sadi.-Saddnands.

7. 8. $. Jays.—Saikiepa Sankara J aya.




