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PURAHA SAMHITA,
BY
8. P, L. NarasiMaaswamy, P.OL.

[The present articles is & snummary of the lrportaut sections of the authot’s Tntroductios -

to the PURANA-SAMELTA restored by kim, In which every point Is discnssed in o1 ihs detdsts
The abject of the present article isfo acqueint the Oriental scholars with the  results of the
tsbours of the swuthor i the feld of Puranic research extefiding over B0 years and to aw

noupce the  restoration of the PURANA-SAMBITA which Is entitied 10 be regarded as the first |

historical record of India, being compiled about 2000 B, tecounting the history of Bherate
varga froin the 4ih Milleni on BO—EHd.) :

COWNTENTS -1, Introductory. 1L The Pusfines, 11, The PurZns-sarhhita. V. Besrch ;

fo- the PurZas-cashhita. V. Attemnpts to restore the Puriiga- samhita. VI Purana-sathhita restored
Vit The coptents of the Porane-sathhita, Vi1 'Nm date of the Purina-sashhits, IX. Conclusion,

L I‘{’L‘RODUC‘;L‘ORY.

‘The field of Sanskrit Hterature is 6 vast that it would be no e‘{a{{gé*v i

ation to say that every branch of it is fit to be treated as an independent lter

ature iself.  The Vedic Jiterature has its own students  who devoted all  their
lives to its study. Similarly the,Vyakarapa Hterature with its own scholass)
the Nydya with its tairkika-scholars and the Vedditic with its Vedantistswali}
deserve to be classed as independent Iiteiaturi,s Some branches of Sanskrit)

titerature, however, were uot so fortunate as to have their &pecial following

The Purinic and the Ayurvedic lteratures are two of such ll-fated ones. But]

from the beginning of the present century. some scholars have esgerly turned

their attention to the study of the Purapic literature, both in our countfy and,
in the west, Among the most prominent of such workers in - E'u;*'e-pe may bey
mentioned as My Y. E. Pargiter of Oxford (Hugland) and Prof. Willibald]
Rirfel of Bonu {{lermany). That the results of their labours are unsatisfactoryl

is a natural corellary from the fact that sampradiya or tradition is beyond thelr

reach, 'The Purdnic literature is specially dependent on a thorough knowledged
of its tradition rather thau on independent investigation. Henee ihe investih-§

gations of both the foreign scholars, unalded by tra&:twn. strayed from the right
path and became unserviceable for the purpose for which they were intended,

It onr country also, the critical study of Pr}rgmc hteratute is attempted
from the begiuning of the present cenfury only. At first the attention of scholar
was directed towards small portions of the Purdpas, mostly connected with

eaﬂy chronology called the Bbat‘isyadréjannk:rtanam So far as it is knowng
the attempt at & com;ﬁe‘re study of the Purdpic ltaratore was not previoushy

undertaken by any scholar " The present’ authm’ started his entimsmsm study;
of Purépic literature &8 early as 1910 and steadily and patiently pursned it for

long period of more than thirty years. Iu the sections that follow. he show .
“'how he has attempted. to estimate the }nctoncal value of the d1ffe1e:nt Puranas :
their relation to an authenticated anclent historical record, their evolution fore

religious purposes and thelr gradual deviation from the original nistorical fancd
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T TE}.?. PURANAS.

; The Pursmas, or more strictly the ’Waha»puranas are eighteen in
1rumber. These are the recognized works of Purdnic literature. Besides these
{there are some other works going by the name of Purfiya, but their gennineness
as such is open to doubt, Siva-prrdna Nilamata ~purana, Devibhagavata, Garga-

¢ sphhite ete. belong to this class.  But on this account, the historical wvalue of
these works should not be under-estimated, as they are the. only sources thro.
wing light on some points not explained in the recognized Purdpas. Kven in
the recognised Purdpas there are works which are of no value ffom the historical
pomt ‘of view, . The eighteen Purdpnas® are :—
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The - grantha-sahbya ( total number t}f verses ) of these Purdpas is
-noted in some of them, As a matter of fact, the correctuess of these numbers
is guestionable, No existing Purina (either in print-or mannscript) possesses
the mentioned extent. Perhaps the numbers include a vide margin for future
additions. They therefore deserve no serjous consideration,

The nature of these Purinas is such that from the time of their birth
they served as religious mantals, though the word *Purdna’ originally meant
‘an authenticated history {Including geography)” The chief funciion of the
‘Purdigas has c¢ome to be to explain elaborately the benefits *of. religious

“cetergonies, such  asy danams’ veatoms titha-yatras, pitp-&raddhas, ete,
N adi-mahgtmyams and hehetra-mahdtmyams also formed part of them. Indeed

“they are the manuals of the’ ‘purchit-class’ wha have to instruct the people in
religious ceremonies,

Iu spite of this, portions of the Purdnas, or strictly the early Purinas,
are still *Puripa’ in the original sense of the word. . ‘The priestly class was
thus sepsible in producing the present Puranas, It is'the great fortune of India
that the original function of the * Puraga’ is still preserved in these Purdpas or
at Teast in some of them. Indians thereby possess the recorded history of their

i ’Ihgre is & mueropic verse which ile.lps ug in rememberiog the ;m:iles of the 18 Purines,
wE Vi e e AR | '
s guenfs EedvmeeRy A |

Here the initial letters of the names of the work are enumerated.

2, 'They are gifts to Brahmans.

3. ¥eeding Brehmans with & nnmber of dighes, .

4,. Itt these and in the pitr-srdddhas also, Worship of Brahmans with gifts In cash and kind
and ferding them form the principal theme

fon to a complete religious one,




country extending as far back as 4000 z. c.
~ early Purfipas divide: itself into two parts, viz (1) the religious or the main part §
though #
it occuipies 2 subordinate position in the book, is more important to the scholar §
and the historian as it supplies bim with matter for the construction of his
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Thus ‘the subject matter of the

ard (2} the historical or the secondary part. The historical material,

countyy’s past.  From the stand point of this historical material,
fail into three groups.
Matsya-Puranas contain nearly all the historical material — almost in verbatinm
terms - handed down through tradition from times hmmemorial.
group. comprising Vishnu-, Bhigavata- and Vamans - Purdnas, contain the

the Puerdpas

matetial in a condensed form, without agreement among themselves or with

those of the first group.
in poetry,

Vishnu reproduces it mostly in prose and Bhdgavats

very little maiter of historical value,
geparate and inferior group by themselves.
separate works on Grammar, Phonetics, Rhetoric, Medicine ete. . Garuda mostly

treats of mantra-$astra and its Uttarakagda is Glled with the dehcrlptwn of the &

~imaginary Preta and Noraka worlds.

The authorskip of the eighteen Purinas is tradltwrmﬁy attributed fo 3.
The langunage, the sryie and the contents of the |
It will be

Vyiisa, Krishua Pirisara.
different Purénas are so dissimilar that they belie the tradition
explatued in the following section why such a tradition established itself

11}, THE PURANA-SAMEHITA.

© The Vayu-purina (as well as the Bralménda-purina} farnishes us
with the information that Vydsa, Krishypa Piradars wrote the Pﬁr&na»&amhzta. f
The school of Aitihisikas and the ?uzana'sa:nhzta are described in & few

stanzas which are found verbatim in the Bmkmamja»pumf}a also.  As they are

only eleven in number. 1 reproduce them here for the information of the
terders, '
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The first group, consisting of Viayu, Brakminda- and |

The second |

The peculiarity of Vimana is that it supplies material different from
the olliers. The third group embracing most of the remaining Purdnas coutains |
The Agneya and the Garuds form &
The Agneya is a conglomerate of |

PURANA SAMHITA &6
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( Viyu-purgna. 1.}

The teachers of the Purdgic schaol are called the Adtihdsikas. The line

- of Aitihisikas is thus described:— Vyidsa Krishpa Parddara initiated Siita
Lowmaharsapa in the Jaya-sambita { the original of the Mahibharata and iu the

Purana-sarthita. 8Sfta Lomaharsapa, in his tirn, initiated his owa son,
Ugradravas in the Itthisd (. e, Jaya-sanmhita) and six other disciples in the
Purapa (Purana-sarihite). The six disciples are () Sumati Atreya (i) Akrta-

wrapa Kadyapa (i) Agnivarcas Bhiiradvija {iv) Mitrayu Vasista (v} Somadatta

Say argi and (vi} Sudarman Siméapiyana.

" Vyiisa Knslma Pirdsdara wrote the Pyrana- sarhhite with information
derived from’ Akhyanas, Upikhyanas, Gathas and Kalpa-vikyas which were
handed down from generation to weneration by means of oral tradition, Some
of these were iu verse form, His study and proficlency in them enmabied him to
wiite the Purana-samhita which Ke taught to Sita Lomaharsana. O?@ this
account, the Sasmhite came to be known as $iite’s recension. Of the six dige
ciples of Siita, only three hecame promulgators of their own Sashifas. Kadyapa
and Sdvarni had their own different’ Sambites while Sathdapiyann bad his
own pec.uhar one. ‘The original Puwr@na-sarhite of Vydsa Krishpa Pirdsaia,
thus developed into four recensions. Of these that of Sdmsdpiyana was
peculiar being in the form of a dialogue and difrel\.d in this respect from the
other three which were in the form of a continuous narrative. These four
recensions, however, differed very little from each other in subject matter

{ They are said to be fu the form of mere variations of the same text like the
§Ehis of the Vedas and almost possess verbatim agreement with one another.

Rach Sashita consisted of four sections called padas and each Sashite, excep

:_' ting Samdapiyana’s comprised 4000 Slokas or stanzas.

4
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Elsewhere ile V&ya»pw&i;gq {also Brahminda ) records the nam.eﬁ of
the fonr fadas thus - T _

Sl 99 O BEERg RO
HTET TR RN T8 A I 5% M
TR # * I _
{ Viyn-P. L iv,)

They are {1} Prakriva-pada (i1 Anusafga-pada (i) Upbdghita-pada

and (v} Upasarmhire-pada.

IV, GEarcE POR THE PURANA-SAMHITA.
The facts presented above regarding the PuwrEna-sambite clearly show

that the work relates genuine history constructed from pure historical tradition |
~unadulterated with any sort of religions beliefs. Belng the work of Vyasa. |
. Kr._ishz;a Parasara, it must have been composed about 1949 3. ¢., the date of the ¢
Great Bhirata Battle being 1945 5. ¢, Tt will be shown below that this dateis

arrived at from a computation of the data supplied by the Appendizx-chapter to
the PurGne-sambite. This Sashite is thos older than the Atharogweda, the
Br{éhmagas and the Upanisads  Ouly the Rig-veda Samhite is older than the
Purgma-sarehita.  The latter {s necessary for understanding the allusions found
in the Rig-veds Sawhita, which abounds with them. Hence i{ s said —
THgRIgTRT S TepeEd | '

The Purgna-samhit is thus the oldest historical record of the world,

It is a pity that such a precions work should be lost'to the world. The 1
first and foremost business of every educationist of India must be to search for |
it and recover it. ‘I'hat monumental work of reference, the Catalogus Cata- )
The various reports. on the search |
for Sanskrit manuseripts by eminent scholars instituted by the Government fars

logorum of Th Aufrecht, fails to"™record it

no better.  No list of public or private libraries coptains the uname of the work,

1t is needless to detail here the fruitless attempts made for its recovery not only
in our ¢onntry bot also abroad. It may firmly be affirmed that uo manuscrip.

of t&e Purgna-sasthita exists in any country.

V. MY ATTEMPTS TO RESTORE THE PURANA-SAMEYITA, -
Axn attempt to recover and restore the Purdna-sgihita was suggested
& fos

to me ~ though vagnely «~ by two things, and I entertained hopes of recovering

it as eatly as 1915, the ffth year of my Puripic studies.
from some other Purdpas.
~ significance.

Ra‘ghwim‘ssa, remarks w . _ _
g aggoesiands i wRReTeEE
8

though they are not in a continuous line.

appeared to have been intentional
formation of the parallel text, I was convinced that the common nortien was.

Secondly, Mallindtha, in his Safijivini on the .ﬁx;st. stgnza in ’thé

PURANA SAMHITA : 58
: ! . .
Here Mallinitha styles Viyu-purinae as Sambita and it struck me that this
statement must have some significance.  The Vayu-purina, perhaps, h_B»S some
close relation to the Sarhhita, :

Keeping these facts in my mind, 1 began to examine the $lokas
which were repeated in different Purdpas. Staunch sectarian Purdpas, like.
Padma, Karma, Lings, etc. do not cantain these stanzas. ‘Those Hke Vishuu,
Harkandeya, etc. coutain very few of them. Mafsya and Harivaméa (although
the latter is not a Puripa ) contain hundrads of stanzas in common with Vayu
and: Brahmanda, while these last Puranas have thousands of stanzas in common
A careful study of these scattered
common passages reveals a continuity and sequence in the subject matter {his
induced me to copy the common passages in the different Purdpas in parailel
columus on big sheets. T first treated in this manner the accoust of the Védava
dynasty in the Brahmanda, Vayu, Matsya and the Harivamia. In the common

= text T observed a. closer resemblance between Brahmanda and Viyu on the one

hand and between Matya aud Harivambe on the other.  This arrangement in

_paralis] columns revealed certain omissions here and there — which occasionally

When I made sufficient progress in the

the Pusaina-sanhita, | . _
 But there was some difficulties which had to be got over before the
thesis could be established. _ _ _
(_"A'. ) The first difficulty was that the common portion to Viyz and
Brahmbnia purdnas numbered 7557 stanzas. The two Jacuuae in the Brahmanda
purana extended to 826 stanzas, So the total of the common stanzas - coihe to
8388 ~ a number slightly more than twice the expressly stated extent {4000

~stanzas ) of the_?ﬂré”ma Samhita, This has come about in the following mannern,

The priestly caste deliberately: incorporated in the Purdne Saszhifa, portlons
relating to subjects not coning strictly within the purview of the Sesmhite but
10 which they wanted the lay people to attach equal importance with i, such
as the worship of the Gods like Vishpu, Nilakaptha ete,(like stotras, stavas ete)
the offerings to the dead $rEddha), Astrology and so ferth. The Samhita
must be ‘wholly Purdnic of histurical in content and anything not Puranic in
nature must be considered as extraneous to it and scrupulously eschewed. Such
portions have been carefuily removed by me and the genuine. Sedhite restored.

: : : ' 1 "uis work of sepatating Purdgic . (historical) matter from the non-Purdmic
- Pirst, from my memoty of the contents of the Purfipas, in the study of : wo °P = pic -

which I spared no palos, I found that some stanzas are repeated verbatim }

This repetition, I thought, must have some

is a very dificult one requiring minute study, vast experience, great diserimi-
nation and Dmmense precation in the worker. Dexterity in this work may be

likened to the gift of the swan ia separating milk and water.

{ B.) -The next difficulty was with regard to the conﬁickiﬁg synchro-
nigms, Though alarming at first, this reduced ftself to be ounly apparent on a
thorough understanding of the correct q_rder of the contents. The neglected ~

1. condition of the Purdpas led to veritable misunderstandings which in thelr turn

led to wrong readings. As a result, for instance, the Pefichéla chronclogy,
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which consisted of fve confemporary dynasties is misrepresented as a single |

dynasty, tagging on one to the other) Similarly the AlksvAkava dynasties,

which are really five different contemporary branches, are joined together into |

a single whole How can synchronisms be established withi such genealogies?
The corrected chronologies wonderfully corrobofate the synchronisms. T
task of discovering the knots or joints and rearranging the paallel genealogies

is no easy one

In truth, the study of the Rg-veda .for this
I find from experlence that the

wide study of the vast literature.
purpose occupied eight years of my time.

critical student of the Bg-Veda is at present helpless as the commentaries and |

trausiations rather wislead than lead him along the right path, as tlre authors

of these had themselves no historical koowledge of the times and of the
The same 1tk about the same |

personages whose stories they were interpreting.
person 1heans one thing for them in one place and quite another thing in another
phcg, They interpret proper nouss as comwon nouns, [ conld note down
many names of towns, vivers, mountains and tribes in the Rg-veda which were
got explained by Vedic scholars, Indian or fox elgn. '

Next in nnpoztame to the R g—ve&’ez it the Mahibhirata, that treasnre. )
house of innumerable episodes, a- knowledge of iwhich is of great help in}
But the difficulty with these stories is that they |
Some of them are later additions, but on that accoust the

" deciding historical matters.
are uot all reliable.
value of the Mahabharata for the purpose connot be deprecated.,

The Tmttwe},a and the Maitrayaniye samhitas, the

- distas come next into consideration after the Mahdbhirate, One point with
regard to the Taiitiriya and the Maitriyaniya samhbitas is worthy of note,

I hold, is older than the Ry-veda.

(C.) The correboration of dllusions was another’ {hﬁicuity
in dlstmgmshmg and discriminating names of perssonages with similar or
identical spelling.
world of confnsion arose in cobisequence,

treated as one and the same person,
of the vast iite*‘ature is essentlal in deaﬁng' with such complex matters,

. Seemy " Kis’tery of the Pifickila {Vedic period)™
2 Sea my }m‘per " Aikgvaka d}rnﬁsty
1848, P27 4.

The !

A thorough acquaintance with the deeds of the royal and gshi |
persopages with their inter-relations is the only key to it; but this démands a |

Tandya, the
Aftgrevi and the bata{mtha brahmanas, the Chindogya, the Praéng and the !
- Brhadiranyaka upanisads and some of the importaut Anubramanis and Pari-

It Iay

The neglected Purdnic fexts mixed up such pames and 2
For instance, Bharadvdja ( 3, 21 b
disciple of King Dhanvantari (G, 20) of i, Bharadviia (G. 83), the adopted |
son of the famous King Bharatd { G. 82), and again Bharadvija (G, 52), the
contemporary of King Hiraunyandbha (G 52) of Kosala ate identified- and
A deep, detailed and eritical knowledge]

The |.
first three Praduas { or prapathkas) of the Maitrayaniva saimhita corresponding |
to the first four prasnas’of the Taittariyg semhita forn the real Samhita portion
for the Charakddhvaryus usually known as the Blagck Yajur-veda. This portwn,

in the "Shgrst:ya Vidya Vol. TV, i II fm- Mar

" labeny qpem upon it when we-ses that its'contents sre genniue history.

- ancient heroes who are transformed into immortals in the Rg-Veda.
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¢ {D.} Questions of metre and langnage alse demanded attention.

- Drregularities in metve and Janguage occur which help in the work of restoration

of the Purang-saihita. With their help, the older meterial can be distingnished
from the Inter. They also suggest the process of prafisasmshira. Iu ancient
days, all popular literature was written i the dialect of the educated class.
- The two great medical treatises the Carakg-sasmhita and the Subruta-sarrhita
lead to this conclusion, They are both gﬁ'mnwmm";!au“omh "“In the same
mamner the Purgna-samhita also appears to have undergone the process of
pratisamskara, This explama the differences in the spelling of proper names
fn different. texts, o5 c. g. T%89 and wogde .

1 bave described above some of the main difficulties encountered in
restoring the Prrana-samhita and the methods adopted by me to overcome
them. 1 am glad to aunounce that I was able to restore the Purana-saihita
after thirty years of patient labour with an unbiased mind in acguiring an
intimate knowledge of the vast literatute. T started the work in 1915 which
bore fruit in 1942, '

VI THE RESTORED PURANA-SAMHITA.
“There can be no doubt, that the Purana-samhita is worth the time and .
The
study of the Purana-sarbita opens up 2 new vista of knowledge and drives
away superstition, credulity and belief In superhiuman powers. Its contents are
logical, I shall _addtzce some {nstances but refrain from gzvmg reasons for want
of space. '

(Y The Purdna-sarhite omits fictitions eptsode% and relates ouly
historical ones. The birth and parentage of Sakuntala or Sakuntalopibyans,
V@smmwmy@gczmkmf;a of the Ramayana, Kartaviryakaths of the Brahmanda-
are fictitious episodes and are consequently omitted in thesSamhita. They were
invented to atribute superhuman powers to the Brélmans,

(i) The Pamﬂa»mmktéa exbibits the basic facts upon which the

: suyer‘stztmns stories of religious bigotry have been based attubﬂzmg superhuman

powets to some perounage or deity. The meta.phm of the lotus for instance, in
the geography portion of the Sambita is developed into the story of Padma-
adbha, wherein. a lotds creeper is conceived as issuing forth from the navel of
God Vishnn with God Brahman seated i & lotus at the end of the creeper,
The three wm‘ids. bmrga, Mariya and Patala located by the Purlna-samhita on
this earth -~ one beyond the other from North to South — are transferred oute

. side the world and placed one below the other in a vertical: manner, Swrgc;

above and P3tdla below the Martya, both beyond the seope of human vision, .

(i) The Purdna-sashita tecords the families, the lzves and deeds of

About 25
to 30 oemmt:ons (G} Le. 9'to 10 centuries intervene betwefm the actual

Comypare the statement of the chmka-mmhita Gﬁ%ﬁ'ﬂ‘%& e aeefrdesd |
Sﬁtusﬂn xxx 84 Cikitsdsth, xxx 524, )
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pérformances of the andient heroes and? their” incorporation in the  Rg-Veds
It is worthy of note that the earlier the mantrg, the more heroi¢ and less divine
-will be the deeds depicted. ' The humaginature of the heroes gradually melted
away and was replaced by the divine nature.
of Gytsamada (G. I8) with those oEBharadvéja (G.83) and the latter with those
of Vamadeva (. 46),

(iv) Tn the Pw&’mmmmkiti;, the Rsis are depicted as pormal e :
J“[‘hey ;

beings of mortal nature, and their lives and doings, as purely human.
are styled as the authors of their poetical and prose compositions. The Vedas
are not revealed texts and superhuman powets are not attributed to the rgis.

{v)
samhita.  The idea of incarnation itself is fmeign to it
and Vimana are three of the twelve Devisura battles.
Rama Désarathi and Kysua Visudeva as mere heroic kings without any special
divine nature In them. :
Samhita

Varaha,

fvi}.
is not known to the Purdna-samhila.
period of five years, each year in it having a separate name for if,
" also explains Yuge in a similar way. The Purina-sasithita uses the words
krita, tretq and dvapare in its own pecnliar way. The stages in the devélopment
of the civilization of the human race are termed siddhis.
are distinguished by different names. The first stage is called the kpfa-siddhi,

The Sgrhita explains the Yuge as a

Next came trefamubha-siddisi, treta madhya-siddhi and treta-anthya-siddhi i ]
1 The tern %ali is uot mentioned in the Pur@na- |
Thus for the Aitihdsika, there is only one series of ke, frefa and

order. The last {s deGpara.
sumhita.

dvipara from the creation to the destruction of the world, The terms - kalpa,

monvantara and mahZyuga are unknown to the Aitihasikas and the Puwrins |
sasbita. These terms are invented by Astronomers who have to deal with large’

periods of Years in thelr caleulations from the beginning of the Universe,

These are a few of the notable points about the Purdna-sarmbits.

There are several nthers of ¢qual intetest but space forbids me from men*mnmg
them bere. ) _ .

¥ .
VIi. TUE CONTENTS OF THE PURANA-SAMEITA. -

The Purina-sambhita, as restored by me, consists of all the four paday, §
({1i} Upodghita-pida and (v} |

viz, (1) Prakviya-pida, (i} Anusefiga-pida,
Tpasathhira-pada.

Prakriya-pada is mere cosmogony as conceived by the Aitihdsikas,
Though this is not real bistory in the modern seuse, to the ancient Aitihisika,
Purina is not complete without a description of the creation and the destruction
of the Universe.

Compare, for instance, the hymns |

The ten incarnations of God'Vishpu are unknown to the Puriga. |
Narasimbha |
The Sawmhita mentions

The names Matsya and Kiirma are not found in the |

Lagadha |

The different siddhis |

th For them, history must begin with creation and end with the |
destruction of the Universe. The last or Upasathhira-pida describes ths” énd

i

_ § tion of the royal dynasties which fall into two great groups,
The Yuga division of tinte, so common in works.on Asircunomy,

L hood of the human race forms the preface
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| of the Universe and history. ‘These two pidas are small ones, consisting of five
- and three adbyayas respectively and comprise 300 and 125 stanzas in order.

Actual history begins with the secend pida. Here again, thle child-
The first stage of the  human race
is that without shelter to live in and without prepared food to live on,  Then
comes the second stage in which the human belugs Igarned te collect honey and
wild grains to feed on and to bulid huts to Hive in, ‘The evolution of the tribes
takes place int the third stage. Al this belongs to the prehistoric period. Then
follows the history of the various dynasties, -This is followed by the geography
of the world as known to the Aitihisikas. The three lokas, Svarge the (heaven)
Hertye (land of mortals) and P@fdla (the nether world) are located only on the
surface of thisearth, The geography covers pearly two-thirds of the pidas
The pada closes with the dynasties of Uttanapida and Havirdhiina,

_ The third or Upodghdta-pida begins with deséription of the Anclent
Indian tribes which are nearly sixty in number. The fribes are grouped into
fonr Praja-sargas, viz, () ISvara-praja-sarga (1) Dharma-praji-sorge  (ii}
Kasyapa-praja-sarga wod (v) Puleha-prajo-sarga, ‘Then follows the descrip-
¢y The Alkgviks-
vas and (i) the Ailas, The latter Is subdivided into {a) the Vadavas () the
Tuervasus (¢} the Drubiyus .(%3) the Anavas and (e} the Pauravas. ‘These
inclode the Ksatropeta-dvija dynasties which Ksatriye dynasties admitted into
Brahmanism, such as the Héritas, Visnuvrthas, Mudgalas, Maitreyas, Kdnvas
etc. The total number of dynasties recorded in tha Pwriina-sashite come to -
nearly one hundred, ‘I'he Pur@nga-sasmhita records the history of 50 generations
rom the beginving to the time of the Great Bharata Battle (¢. 8800 to 1900 5.¢)
Subsequently an Appendix-chapter, called the Bhavisyad-rajanukirtane, was
added at the end of this pida bringing the chronology down to 800 a. p.  This
Appendix, though it is a later addition, is very fmportant as it tmmensely helps
vs ju fixing the dates Iu the early period of our country’s history. The Apz}endix
records the duration of the reign of each king and the duration of each dynasty,
as well as the dynastic foials. :

The foliowing is & concise synoptic exhibition of the contents of the
Purgng-samhite, chapter by chapter.

L PRAKRWA-PADA

St
88

Ch.
I

Subject - matter.

The 12-Year sattra-yiga of Rsis
in Kurnksetrs, when King Adhi-
simakrspa was reigning ot Hasti-
‘pipura. Sfta comes to them,
Brief narration. of the contents of
the Purna-sambita. _

"Fhe dirgha-sathra ofthe Naimidiya
Rsis in the reign of Ring Purfiravas.

Generstions, Perind,

I 108

I a8

S 1¢




B3

Ch,
S

11

i1

v

Vi
Vit

Vil
X
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St
61

43

49

44

46
43

9

66

427

Subject - matter.
The formation ef Hiranyva-garbha
{egy of the Universe).
“Phe floating of the Rarth aud the
nine creations.

I AN-USANG& PaDA,
Krta-prafa-siddhi or the st stage
of the human race (Homeo Sapins),
Treta-mubha-siddhi or the second
stage of the human race (Begin-

- ning 'of secial life),

Treta-madhya-siddhi or division
into tribes, '

The beginning of actual record
history. '

i AkHit dynasty B % 4
i, Presiitt dynasty T e
jiit. Dharma dynasty 55
iv. Rudra’s progeny :
v. Bhrou dyoasty 3—7
vi. Marica dynasty 3— 86
- vil, Afigirasa dynasty . 36
il At dynasty e B— 4
ix. Pulastya dynasty 84
x, Pulaha dynasty 8§~ 5
xi. Kratu dynasty 3 —4
xii. Vadigtha dynasty i 85
®iiL Dynasty of Agni . e 3 — O
xiv. Dhirigi dynasty (Pitrs) 8—4

and the episode of Daksg-
Yajvie, '
The Yuga of five years

Praja-sanniveda or the lords of the
. seven duipus,

| xv, N&bhi dgmasty . ..

xvi. Pratihira dynasty

=1

Generations, Period.

AR 0O A0 Do 6

¢, 8566 — 3500
. 8538 — 34383 -
. 3538 — 3366
. 3538 - 400
. 8533~ 3400
. 8538 — 3466
, 3533 — 3466
. 3833 - 8433
. 3533 — 3466
. 3533 — 84831
. 8538 o 3300

€. 8538 — 3466

. 3866 — 3468

B G

B G

©. 8566 —— 3300}

Ch. St
X 42
XLXOT 489

XV 79

PURANA SAMEITA

Grograrmay.
Subject - matter.
Situaticn of the J czmb-ii»eﬁij)m
Loka-padma or the Metaphor of
the ‘ World-lotus. ’

The four great rivers of Heaven
[Notei— According to the Purdna

' sambite, Heaven is Central Asia.]

XV.XVIIT 239

XIX 62
XX 23
XXI1 44
X1 133
' 1081
XXI1¥ 145
1673
1 183

o 44

The nine Varsas.

Kaildsa-mountain and the Saptg.
sindhu. .

The Varsa porvalas and the Udadhi-
Pravistas (Ocean heights), _
The Anu-dvipas {or the Bast Indes) !
and other islands. Eud of the
description of Jambii-dvipa,

[Note. Jambi-dvipe is the Conti.
nent of Asia,}

The other six Dvipgs.

"The episodes of Dhruva, Vena and
Prthu. Cleering of forests and the
introduction of Agricvlture,
xvit, Dhrava dynasty
xviii, Havirthana 4 ynasty
and the episode of Daksa
Prdvetasa.

. .
III. UPODGHATA-PADA.
ANGIENT INDIAN TRIBES.
I, Idvara-pra JiT-8arga.
The birth of ISvaras and Prajapatis

i, The Bhirgavas . 1417

il. The Angiraras 1§16
i, The Marichis i3 w16

The Progeny of Zr)éikf;ia.,. Pracetas.
The migration -of the Haryasvas
{ffst wave) and of the Sabalidvas
{second wave) the west.,

12

B, C

E.C

¢. 3186 — 3033

¢. 3200 — 3066
c. 3200 — 3066

5

Cenerations. Period,

215 ¢, 3568 ~ 8100
7—12 ¢ 8400 — 3200




68 JOURNAL OF SHI VENKATESVARA ORIBNTAL INSTITUTE

I 37
Ch. St
v 31
v 138
VI 1
VIL 68
VI 224
X 291

11. Dharma-praja-sarga.
i The S8dhyas ii. The Vasus
ii. Visvedevas, iv-x. Other
tribes.
11, Kasyapa-praji-sarga.
Subject - matter,

i, The Adityas, ii, The Rudras,
{if. "The Daityas iv. The Maruts
v. The Danavas. vi. The Dand-
ynsas and vii. Deva-gandharvas.

Generations Duration.

The twelve Devisura battles.
1. Nirasisha, 2 Vimanga, 3 Vira-
ha, 4. Amrta-mathana, 5. Taraka-
maya, 6. Adibaka, 7. Traipura,
8. Andhakira, 9. Virtraghua 10
Dhvaja, 11. Halahala, 12, Koldhala,
Agura migration to Rasitala.
The description of Rasatala,
‘3. Ersna-— bhauvina (Atala)
. Pigdu - bhauma (Sutala)
Rakty — bhauma {Vitala)
Piia - bhauma (Gabhastala)
. Sarkard — bhavma (Mahatala)
. Sita - bhanma (Sritala)
Svarga — bhauma (Pdtila).
Sesavisa.
vifi. The Manneyéé {gandharvas) -
ix. Aristas (Apsarases)

x. Vainateyas (Paksis)

xi. Kardraveyas (Nigas}

wit, Khadas (Yaksas and Raksasas)

N oo s o

1V. Pulaha-praja-sarga.
i. Mrgas, i Mrgamadas, iii. Hara-
y#s, iv. Vinards, v. SArameyas,
vi. Airiivatas, (Gajas) vil, Bhiitas
viil, Pifdcas, ix. Dahstiras,
%. Rehyas, xi. Tairyas, xil, Sau-
rasas (Sarpas),
1. Radyapa-praja-sargs. {concld)
xiil, 'Tamras, xiv, Iras. .

13

Ch,

). 41

X1

XIHI

- XIV

XVi

XVII

VI

PURANA SAMHITA

L Iivara-praja-sarga (contd,)
5t Subject-matter.

78 iv. Késyapas, v. Paulastyas,

vi. Atreyas, vil. Later Kédyapas,
viill. Visisthas. '

178 Mantra-krtas  { Vedic authors )
Vedic schools { Veda-éakhds), Pura-
nic schools, Numerical extent of

- Veda-mantras,

72 The seven Pitp-tribes.

ix. Vairdjas, x. Barhisidas, xi,
Agnigvatias, - xii, Kavyas,

xiii, Upahﬁtés, xiv. Ejyapas,

xv. Sukilas.

ROYAL DYNASTIES,

Y8  The Dynasty of Varupa, Birth of
' Vaivasvatas.

175 1. 'The progeny of Id4, 2. Prsadhra,

3. Karfiga, 4. Nabhigodista,
5. Praimdu dynasty, 6. Narisyanta
dynasty,”7. Saryiti dynasty, 8 Dhrs.’
ta, 9. Nibbiga. S

L The Aiksvakavas,

(i) T'be first dynasty, The episode of

Sasdda, - The episode of Dhun-

dbumira: The episode of Tri-

.- dapku, . -

101 (i) The Second dynasty. The epi-  24-d5
sode of Bahu and of Sagara.

{iii} The Third dynasty, Réma githas, 2950

{iv) The Fourth dynasty . 45—52

(v} The Fifth-dynasty o 3750

24  The Nimi dynasty (The Maithilas) 1851

12—45

. L The Ailgs.
77~ The Coronation of King Soma.
© The episode of King Puriiravas
- and Urvadl,

588 U'he Dynasty of Jahun. 2 [4

14

67 .

Generations, Duration.

B, ©
C. 8255—2100

C. 2833—2100

¢, 2666—1933
. 21331866

< 34001938

C, 32006— 190D

C. §223—3133







